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ARMS BAR THE WAY TO 
PEACE: WHAT THEN ? 


Nine Steps 
to a Scie 
Society 
By 
C.K. Mi. Joad 


Under the shadow of a wor- 
sening situation in Europe the 
29th National Peace Congress 
will open in Friends House, 
London, this evening. 


The annual assembly of the 
peace movement, it is held by 
the National Peace Council, 
which also organized the 
National Petition for a New 
Peace Conference, signed by 
1,062,000 people. 


In the following article Dr. C. E. M. 
JOAD, Chairman of the National Peace 
Council, shows the urgent need for 
action on the lines of the Petition, and 
makes some suggestions. The policy 
he outlines is not necessarily that 
which will be adopted by the Congress, 
nor is Peace News committed to sup- 
port of its details. It is, however, the 
kind of policy that must be threshed 
out and adopted if the headlong race 
to bankruptcy and war is to be 
stopped. 


Towards An 


THE National Peace Congress, to be held 
in London this weekend, meets within 
a fortnight of the twenty-fifth anniversary 
of the shot at Serajevo which started the 
Great War, and the twentieth anniversary 
of the signing of the Treaty of Versailles. 
Moved by this conjunction of anniversaries, 
the commentators hava been recalling the 
high hopes of summer, 1919, and the shatter- 
ing betrayal of those hopes in the years that 
followed, and have drawn the inevitable 
parallel between July, 1914 and July, 1939. 

Here and there a powerful appeal has 
been made for constructive action com- 
mensurate with the crisis. “The great 
streamer that spans Waterloo Bridge,” says 
the Star, “shouts aloud to the tens of 
thousands who daily see it ‘We've got to 
be prepared. Prepared for what?... Is 
anyone preparing for the new Europe whose 
shape is even now visible through the 
miasmic exhalations of the day? ... The 
whole tragedy of the twenty years since 
\Versailles may be summed up in the epitaph 
‘This was a generation that failed to look 
ahead.’ How much thinking ahead are we 
doing today?... 


Plans—or ’Planes 
“Making plans is more difficult than 
making ’planes. Finding a method by 
which the peoples of Europe can resolve 


their ancient feuds and share in fair pro- | 
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International “New Deal” 


portion the fruits of the earth, needs brains 
more powerful than battleships.” 

A few months ago more than a million 
British citizens prayed through the National 
Petition for just such a new deal in inter- 
national relations—for a more fundamental 
attempt at positive peace-making as offering 
the only reliable guarantee against the re- 
currence of crisis. The British Govern- 
ment, rejecting this plea on the ground 
that only in an atmosphere of confidence 
can any negotiations be undertaken, has 
proceeded to intensify its rearmament, to 
begin the construction of the system of 
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“defensive” pacts with Poland, Rumania, 
Greece and Russia, and to introduce the first 
peace-time Conscription in the history of 
this country. 
Have these measures inspired confidence? 
In the clubs of London, possibly. In Greece 
and Rumania certainly. But in Europe as 
a whole, certainly not. In Germany their 
main effect has been to give such assurance 
to the “encirclement” propaganda of Dr. 
Goebbels that the Prime Minister and the 
Foreign Secretary have felt themselves 
obliged to insist that resistance to aggress- 
ion does not imply refusal of a square deal 
for the German people. 
Is this a sufficient policy to save the 
world from the catastrophe of war? I 
think that it is not. 
Prove Our Good Will 
In my view the best hope of peace in the 
immediate situation lies in convincing the 
peoples of the dictatorship States of the 
determined friendship toward them of the 
rest of the world. Is this conviction likely to 
be engendered by general protestations of 
good will, unsupported by deeds—especially 
in the face of the all too possible evidences 
on the other side afforded by our colossal 
expenditure on preparation for killing the, * 
helpless victims of the dictatorships? 
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meet Crisis ... 5p. G 
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—Common sense — 
from 
Copenhagen 


“THE barrier of militarism, graphic- 

ally illustrated in this photograph 
by Philipp Paneth, must be swept 
away if we are to devote al! our ener- 
gies to building a new world order of 
peace and plenty. 


How can we start is suggested in 
the article by Dr. C. E. M. Joad on 
this page. 


That such a start cai and must be 
made was stressed by the Inter- 
national Chamber of Commerce in 
Copenhagen last week. That body, 
speaking for busines: men, also made 
two practical suggestions: 


1. That the Governments of France, 
Germany, Italy, Japan, Britain, & the 
USA, should ioin with their leading 
business men in studying their coun. 
tries’ needs and how they might con- 
tribute to the world’s economic de- 
velopment; and 


2. That when these surveys {ave 
been completed, these countries’ 
economic experts should draw up a 
“plan of adjustment which will give 
to all countries of the world a fair 
opportunity to share the resources of 
the world.” 


Danzig 


“Don’t Get the 
Wind Up!” 


says the Piain Main 


WE RE all set, according to the press, 
for another big crisis. It looks as 
though the crisis period from June to 
September is going to become an annual 
event—if we let things go on as they are. 
I don’t know if there’s anything sinister 
in the fact that this period is usually a 
rather dull one for the newspapers. Any- 
way, the press is doing its best to make our 
flesh creep. 
Of course, we aren’t quite so liable to 
get the jitters this time. Last September 


we had our first experience of that “war: 


within twenty-four hours” feeling. 

So we're a little more hardened this tima. 
Perhaps that’s why the talk of a possible 
war has started earlier this year. It will 
take longer to get us worked up to the rignt 
degree of suspense. 

Am I too cynical about it? I don’t think 
so. Not that I think that the whole thinz 
is a huge hoax, planned by shadowy beings 
behind the scenes. 

But it is a fact that Certain People are 
only too ready to use fear of war for their 
awa purposes, 


* 


r VE already pointed out that it’s good for 
newspaper circulations. 
It’s also useful for rulers who are wasting 


In a recent communication to the Prime} their people’s money on weapons able to 


Minister, emphasizing our peaceful inten-j blow civilization to pieces. 


(Continued on page 11) 


Such prepara- 
{Continued on back page) 
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PEACE 


NEWS 


Though Ll. George Called It 


“A Pure Invention” 


AST week we began a series “We Thought This Worth 


[_ Reosinting ...', Which has 


been designed to meet readers’ 


requests for reprints of outstanding statements of the pacifist 


case. 


Though this series will generally be confined to such statements, 
occasionally we shall include in it excerpts from works which are of 
particular interest and value to readers of Peace News. Typical 
of such excerpts is the following passage taken from Chapter XVII 
of the Autobiography of Lincoln Steffins. 

When this extract was submitted to Mr. Lloyd George a few days ago he 
characterized the whole story as a pure invention. But if it has no substance: 


in fact it has a deep significance, for the moral of the story is true, even if the 
actual conversation it purports to record never took place. 


"THE commanding victors alone made that 
treaty of peace. They were dividing 
the earth, and their problem was to mani- 
pulate and, if possible, break the American 
President, break his plan, break his per- 
sonal strength, which they called his 
obstinacy, break his power and popularity. 
And the French led in this process of 
attrition. Clemenceau was the man who 
broke Wilson. Wilson was pitied, Clemen- 
ceau was execrated or adored, for this; but 
the conflict of these two men goes deeper, 
I think. It was a struggle of American 
idealism and good will against French 
realism, of the American reformer, the 
Anglo-Saxon liberal, against the intelligent 
French radical; and when the good 
American President fell before the wicked 
French Premier, it was our moral Ameri- 
can culture that went down under the 
clear, logical, conscious intelligence of 
French culture. 


President Challenged 


On the afternoon of the third day of the 
private meetings of the Premiers two 
French newspaper men came in to the 
American press room at the Hotel Crillon. 
There were only a few American corre- 
spondents there. It was teatime, as the 
Frenchmen remarked in some surprise, and 
no tea; they did not know that tea is an 


’ English, not an American, institution: 


_ We were working when they marched 
in like a couple of gendarmes, but I rose 


_ to meet them, and others came up to make 


them welcome. They were polite for a few 
moments; then they said that they had 
come to verify a bit of news. Had we 
‘heard of a little scene at the meeting of 


‘ the President and the Premiers? We looked 


at one another, we Americans, and I said, 
“No, nothing. Why? What had they 
heard?” They exchanged glances, and one 
of them spoke for them both. 

“We heard—but only from French 
sources, and we can't use it unless we get 
American confirmation of it—we heard 
that M. Clemenceau challenged Mr. Wilson 
to make a permanent peace. Have you 
heard anything about the scene?” 

“No,” I said for myself, and the other 
Americans present nodded no. “Tell me 
about it.” I urged. ‘ Describe the scene.” 


XN SJ 
Clemenceau Speaks 

Then one of them told how, when the 
President and the Premiers sat down at 
the table that’ morning and were about to 
proceed to business, M. Clemenceau, who 
was fiddling with his grey silk gloves, said, 
“One moment, gentlemen. I desire before 
we go any further to be made clear on one 
very essential point.” The French reporter 
was entering into his story; he mimicked 
Clemenceau, drawing tight and smooth his 
little silk gloves, and bowing sweetly and 
smiling sardonically. And the reporter 
acted the parts he quoted. 

The President and the Premiers halted 
and looked up expectantly at M. Clemen- 
ceau, who said: “I have heard something 
about a permanent peace. There has been 
a great deal of talk about a peace to end 
war forever, and I am interested in that. 
All Frenchmen would like to make per- 
manent peace. But I would like to know 
—all the French would like to know— 
whether you mean it, the permanent 
peace.” 

He looked at his colleagues and they 
nodded. 

“So,” Clemenceau said, “you really 
mean it! Well, it is possible. We can do 
it; we can make the permanent peace. And 
we French need, we very much need, the 
permanent peace. Every time you, our 
neighbours, get into a fight, France is the 


battlefield, and our population, our armies, 
do not increase. If there is not an end of 
wars we French may be all wiped out some 
day. 

So, you see, it is we French more than 
you remote Americans, Mr. President, more 
than you safe islanders, Mr. Lloyd George, 
who require the security of the real peace. 
But we French cannot quite believe that 
you, our friends, neighbours, allies—that 
you really mean what you say. Do you, 
Mr. President?” 

Mr. Wilson did. 

“And you, Mr. Premier?” 

Mr. Lloyd George did. 

And the Italians did, of a certainty, yes. 

“Very important,” M. Clemenceau mut- 
tered, as if convinced, as if the whole pro- 
spect were changing, and his whole policy. 
“Very important. We can make this a 


permanent peace; we can remove all the 
causes of war and set up no new causes of 
war. It is very, very important what you 
say, what you have been so long saying, 
Mr. President. We here now have the 
opportunity to make a peace that shall last 
for ever, and the French people, diminish- 
ing, will be safe. And you are sure you 
propose to seize this opportunity?” 

They did, they emphatically did. 

Clemenceau clucked in kis throat; he 
pressed tight down the fingers of his gloves. 
“And—you have counted the cost of such 
a peace?” he asked. 

There was some hesitation at that. “What 
costs?” . 

“Well,” said the French intelligence, “ if 
we give up all future wars—if we are to 
prevent war, we must give up our empires 
and all hope of empire. You, Mr. Lloyd 
George, you English will have to come out 
of India, for example; we French shall have 
to come out of North Africa; and you 
Americans, Mr. President, you must get out 
of the Philippines and Porto Rico and leave 
Cuba alone and—Mexico. Oh, we can all 
go to these and other countries, but as 
tourists, travellers; we cannot any more 
govern them or exploit or have the inside 
track in them. We cannot possess the keys 
to trade routes and spheres of influence. 
And, yes, we shall have to tear down our 
tariff walls and open the whole world to 
free trade and tariffs. 

“Those are some of the costs of perma- 
nent peace; there are other sacrifices we, 
the dominant powers, would have to make. 


From the Editor’s Notebook 


Federal Union and Pacifism 


A Question of 


Purpose 


News by Yankee Clipper 


A S Proressor CaTLin indicates in a letter 
published in this issue, pacifists who 
attended the conference of Federal Union 
in London last weekend felt they could not 
support that movement if Mr. WickHAM 
STEED’s views are representative of it. 

I think he rose to the height of his 
unpacific attitude when he said that “no 
spoon is long enough to sup with. such 
devils” as the Germans. His assurance to 
me that he meant that it was impossible 
to negotiate with Germany “until the 
Germans see no hope of winning a war” 
makes it clear that he is content to pursue 
the old, discredited method of massing 
might against might—without even Lorp 
Hauirax’s impossible claim to be running 
the willingness-to-negotiate policy in 
double harness. 

Incidentally, since he went on to allege 
that the Germans “do not understand the 
meaning of truth,” it is difficult to see how 
he expects them to “see no hope of.win- 
ning a war,” even if it were ever possible 
for them to be in that position. 


Not Official View 


That Mr. STEEp’s view is not to be taken 
as the official view (in so far as so young 
—and loose—an organization as Federal 
Union can be said to have an official view) 
was shown by the speeches of Mr. LIoneL 
Curtis (whose attitude is more idealistic) 
and Mr. KInGcSsLey Martin (who dwelt par- 
ticularly on the practical aspect). 

But even the latter could not have com- 
pletely satisfied the pacifist, particularly 
when he seemed to endorse the remark, 
made during the discussion, that the 
proposed Federal Union would be “a 
sovereign organization and you might have 
to fight in its defence.” For a pacifist to 
accept such a statement is to fall into the 
trap of assuming that fighting is defending. 


* 

THE issue, it seems to me, is quite clear. 
If the main purpose of Federal Union 
is to improve the existing method, in the 
conduct of international affairs, of massing 
force against force, a pacifist could not give 

it another moment’s thought. 
But if the main purpose is to remove an 
undoubted cause, not only of actual war 
but of friction generally, then not even the 


question of fighting for the new organiza- 
tion need prevent pacifists from supporting 
Federal Union as a practical policy. For 
he would clearly wish to defend it at least 
as strenuously as he is prepared to defend 
his present country. He can no more (or, 
if you like, no less) be expected, as a con- 
dition of supporting Federal Union, to 
pledge himself to defend it by fighting than 
he is now expected to show his support of 
Britain by fighting in its defence. 


* 

What, then, is the main purpose of 
Federal Union ? 

As I have indicated, the movement has 
not got to the stage (if it is ever intended 
to do so) of setting down anything in black 
and white to which every member assents. 
But so far as it has got in that direction it 
certainly seems clear that the main pur- 
pose, so far from being to mass force 
against force, is to break with that policy 
—at any rate as a policy, as opposed to 
breaking with force as an expedient in cer- 
tain circumstances. 

It is significant, in this connexion, that a 
document which was before the conference 
on Sunday and which is to go out as notes 
for Federal Union speakers has been 
amended as a result of pacifist views— 
expressed—notably by Dr. Henry T. 
Gittetr (who is Mayor of Oxford) at the 
conference. 

In this the powers of the Union began 
with “control and defence forces” and 
ended with “exclusive” direction of the 
foreign policy of the Union.” But it was 
pointed out that if these items were 
reversed, it would express the pacifist view 
that it is the foreign policy that is im- 
portant and that could, in fact and alone, 
make war impossible. 

I am assured that they will be reversed. 


First Air Mail 
QNE of the 60,000 letters which the 
— Yankee Clipper carried when it opened 
the air mail service from America to 
England by the North Atlantic route was 
delivered to this office. 

It was from the Campaign for World 
Government, Illinois, whose name appeared 
boldly on the envelope beside the 30-cent 
Postage stamp. The story it contained 
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It is very expensive, peace. We French are 
willing, but are you willing, to pay the 
price, all those costs of no more war in the 
world?” 

The French correspondents became per- 
sonal; they smiled. They said that the 
President and the Premiers protested that 
they did not mean all that, that that was 
not necessary, not all at once. “No, no, 
they did not mean that, exactly.” 


“Then.” said Clemenceau, sitting up 
straight and fisting the table sharply once, 
“then you don’t mean peace. You mean 
war. And the time for us French to make 
war is now, when we have got one of our 
neighbours down; we shall finish him and 
get ready for—the next war.” 


The French correspondents rested a 
moment, smiling; they asked again if we 
had heard this. When we repeated that it 
waz news to us, they were sorry. ‘We 
can't print it~from French sources only. 
It would be discourteous.’ They bowed and 
went out. We Amerieans separated, with- 
out comment, and I assumed that the story 
would be investigated and reported. I 
wasn't attached to any news service my- 
self, but if I had been I would have re- 
ported the incident just as we got it. For 
those French correspondents were cer- 
tainly “inspired” to sound us with that 
story. 


I thought that some one very near Cle- 
menceau had sent them to us, but whether 
it was authentic or not, their gossip was 
significant. French correspondents, com- 
ing as a couple, one to talk, the other to 
bear witness, were acting on orders from 
some editor, statesman, or party leader. 
Some French mind as French, as intelli- 
gent, as representative as Clemenceau’s 
kad made that story, if not the Tiger 
himself. 


In a word, it was the French view of the 
peace and of American and English ideals. 
It is in this sense a true story; it has served 
me as the key to all the French manceuvres 
then and since; it flashed out the difference 
between Wilson and Clemenceau, and it 
explained Wilson’s typical failure. 


* Peace News ” Offices 
3, Blackstock Road, 
London, N. 4 


appears on the opposite page of this issue. 

The Director of the campaign, WILLIAM 
B. Lioyp, Jr., unnecessarily apologizing for 
the “unsubstantial stationery” due to 
limitations of weight, explained that he 
wanted “to bring this news of world-wide 
interest to you with all possible despatch.” 


Freneh C.0. 


PACIFISTS in this country, who are not 

yet called upon to endure much for their 
convictions, would no doubt like to offer 
what consolation they can to their com- 
rades in France, and particularly to PIERRE 
Martin, who (as we reported last week) 
has just been sentenced to two years’ im- 
prisonment for refusing to do his military 
training. 

Unlike some war resisters. he is not im- 
prisoned in the “ political section,” and so 
cannot receive parcels or letters. Grace 
BeaToON, secretary of the" War Resisters’ 
International, tells me, however, that short 
notes might get through to him. 

At any rate messages could be passed on 
to him if sent to his mother. Anyone wish- 
ing to give him what help and encourage- 
ment they can should write, in French, to 
Mme. Martin, 24 Rue du Bois Nerrais, 
Chartres, E. & L., France. 


Basis of N.C.F. 


EXCEPTION. having been taken to 

“ BarRReTr BrROWN’S statement, in his 
article on page 6 of our June 16 issue, that 
the late CLirFoRD ALLEN “ helped the N.C.F, 
to.... exclude the merely political objec- 
tor,” the author of the article writes: 

I ought to have added to the words “the 
merely political objector” the following: “ who 
docs -(or did) not object to war-service or to 
military ccnscription, but only to being conscrip- 
ted in that particular war.” 

I am not, of course, implying that we did not 
do all we could to help any objector, even if he 
confined his protest to the Great War; but the 
point is that we drew up the basis of the N.C.F. 
with a view to agreement on moral objections 
to war and to conscription in general, and this 
in effect excluded less fundamental objections. 

H. S. M. 
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PEACE NEWS 


World Government Plan Reaches 


U.S. Congress 


AMERICAN LEAD PROPOSED 


All-Inclusive, Democratic, 


Non-Military Scheme 


A 


PROPOSAL for an all-inclusive, democratic, non-military 
federation of nations is contained in a resolution which has 
reached the Foreign Affairs Committee of the United States 


Congress, thus marking an important step forward in the work of 
the American Campaign for World Government. 


Forced Labour for 
Native Tax 
Defaulters 


DROVISION for forced labour for Natives 

who have not paid their poll tax is 
contained in the Native Taxation Amend- 
ment Act which has been introduced in the 
South African Parliament by the Minister 
of Finance, Mr. Havenga. 

The Bill contains, among other things, the 
following points: 

1. Natives will be dealt with by Native Com- 
missioners when arrested without being charged 
before a Court of Law, and the Native Com- 
missioner will have the power to send the de- 
faulters wherever there is a “demand for 
labour.” 

2. Native defaulters will be sent to Labour 
Camps instead of Prisons, to work on roads and 
other Public Works. 

3. Wages will be equivalent to rates prevail- 
ing fer the class of work in the areas where the 
natives are employed. 

4. Monthly deductions will be made from the 
wages until the tax arrears are paid. 

5. The balance of the wages will be used to 
maintain the native in the camp, and what is 
left cver will be handed: to the native. 

& Approved farmers will be allowed to em- 
ploy native defaulters. 


LARGEST TAX PAYERS 


During the debate on the Bill Mr. Hem- 
ming, a representative of the Natives, said: 

“I ask the Minister to impose a tax that the 
Natives can pay. The Natives are the largest 
tax-payers, but if a Native owes £6 he can get 
six months’ imprisonment, whereas any other 
South African can owe £500 and escape punish- 
ment. The Natives are hard-working, and loyal 
and are entitled to more consideration than they 
have received.” 

Mr. Hemming also pointed out that Euro- 
peans were liable for taxation at the age 
of 21, whereas Natives became liable at the 
age of 18. ‘ 

Mrs. Ballinger, also a representative of 
the Natives, maintained that the root prob- 
lem of why Natives did not pay their taxes, 


The Campaign is now rallying support 
for the resolution so as to ensure its dis- 
cussion. 

The resolution points out that “our own 
national existence at peace in a democratic 
federation of sovereign States provides a 
well-tried pattern for successful world 
federation and fits the United States of 
America to take a bold initiative in offer- 
ing the federal system to all nations.” 


Call to President 


It goes on to ask the President of the 
USA “to take without delay the necessary 
steps to prepare a plan for the calling of 
a world convention which shall draw up 
a constitution for an all-inclusive, demo- 
cratic, non-military federation of nations.” 

A similar resolution recently received a 
unanimously favourable vote in the Wis- 
consin Leglislature. 

Author of the resolution before the 
Foreign Affairs Committee is Congressman 
J. Voorhis, of California. He is a member 
of the American Federation of Teachers, 
and lay reader in the Episcopal Church. 


Three Essentials 


Several plans for a federal world gov- 
ernment have been put forward recently. 
The American Campaign for World Gov- 
ernment declares that the three funda- 
mental characteristics essential to any 
workable federation are: 

1. Its own structure must be demo- 
cratic; 

2. It must be non-military; and » 

3. It must be all-inclusive. 


ee 


SHELTERS ? 


“Gentlemen, we are in grave danger of peace” 


—from KEN (U.S.A.) 


Official Objection to 
“Army or Prison” 


Offers 


ss ANY pressure by Courts on offenders to 
enlist in the armed forces would be 
open to the strongest objection.” 

So said the Under-Secretary to the Home 
Office in reply to a question from Mr. D.N. 
Pritt last week concerning “the growing 
practices of Magistrates in petty sessional 
Courts, when putting convicted persons on 
probation, of imposing the condition that 
they enlist in the armed forces and, in some 
cases, of offering not to sentence them to 
imprisonment if they undertook so bo 
enlist.” 

The reply added: 

* Among the Home Office Circulars to Justices 
there is a Circular of 1922 calling attention to 
the points mentioned by Mr. Pritt 

“In several cases where inquiries have been 
made by my Department about cases reported in 
the newspapers it has been found that the 
suggestion of enlistment has come not from the 
Bench but from some relative or social worker 
who has urged on behalf of a young offender 
that he has good qualities and would do well if 
allowed to enlist. 

“The Home Secretary does not think there is 
any growing tendency of Courts to act as 
suggested in the question, but he has been con- 


| sidering whether a further Circular to Justices 


would be useful and he is in consultation with 
the Service Departments, whose policy of 
maintaining a high standard of character for 
recruits would be prejudiced by any such 


4 practice.” 


MODESTY 


Haves and Have-Nots 
Js the tension in the world today due to 

the possession by the democratic Powers 
of the greater part of essential raw mater- 


ials, to the disadvantage of the Axis and its 
allies? 


This question is a vital one for the peace 
of the world. Here are figures showing the 
actual position: 


Coal.—72 percent of the world’s supply comes 
from the USA, the British Empire, and the 
USSR. 12.5 percent comes from Germany. 


Petrol.—62 percent from the USA; 11.5 per- 
cent from the USSR; 9 percent from Venezuela; 
4 percent from Rumania. 


Iron Ore.—89 percent from the British Empire, 
the USA, France, the USSR, and Sweden. 


Rubber.—All the world’s supply comes from 
the British, French, and Dutch Empires. 


Cotton.—88 percent comes from the USA, the 
British Empire, China, the USSR, and Egypt. 

Lead.—75 percent from the British Empire, the 
USA, and Mexico. 

As to other metals, the democracies have an 
overwhelming superiority in the production of 
antimony, chrome ore, copper, manganese, 
nickel, tin, tungsten, zinc, gold, and silver. 

The Axis Powers, on the other hand, cre better 
off in regard to mercury (a large percentage 
comes from the Almaden mines in Spain), bauxite 
{though France produces 42.5 percent), gra- 
phite, and magnesite. 


Foodstuffs.—Germany, Italy and Hungary to- 
gether produce slightly more wheat, barley and 
rye than Britain, France, Rumania, and Poland. 

The greatest grain-producing areas of the 
world are the USA, the USSR, and Canada. 

The totalitarian States have for several years 
been making great efforts to become self-sufMfi- 
cient. In certain directions they have had a 


viz., low wages, still remained the problem 
that was unsolved. 

In a leading article the Rand Daily Mail 
of Johannesburg (a well known daily 


The British Empire defies definition. The 
' British Empire is today the bulwark of the 
‘world’s democracy. We say that in no 
! | spirit of boasting. 


measure of success, but they are still without 
any supplies at all of copra, groundnuts, palm 
and palm kernel oil, and sesame. 

Many of these products are essential as fodder 
for livestock. Germany's supplies of butter and 


“NO FEAR!” 
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paper of the mining interests) severely 
criticizes the Bill, pointing out that the 
Natives are grossly underpaid, and giving 
this as the cause of non-payment of taxes. 


Tramping Tour in 
Switzerland 


There are about half-a-dozen vacancies 
for young men in a party of 20 for which 
Harold F. Bing is planning a walking tour 
in South-West Switzerland from August 12 
to 27. 

The party will be arranged in co-operation 
with International Tramping Tours and interna- 
tional friendship will be one of its objects. 

It is already full so far as women are con- 
cerned; young men wishing to join should make 
early application to the Secretary, Internationa] 
Tramping Tours, 6 Bainbrigge Road, Leeds, 6. 

The tour will be fairly strenuous and accom- 
modation will be in Youth Hostels, &c. Inclusive 
cost from London will be £12 5s, 


WAR’S STARK REALITY! 
“NIE WIEDER KRIEG” 
THE PHOTOGRAPHIC RECORD OF 
MAN’S INHUMANITY THAT WILL 
AMAZE YOU. 

(1/- plus 24d. postage) 

Kay’s Bookshop, Bramley, near Guildford 


DEFUSAL on principle to prepare for 
a war, and refusal to believe that the 
possibility of war was worth worrying 
about, are among the reasons given by 425 
householders in Shipley, Yorkshire, who 
have refused either to accept steel shelters 
or to permit the ARP authorities to 
strengthen the basements of their houses. 


This number of refusals was met with 
even during the early stages of a house-to- 
house survey launched under the auspices 
of Shipley Council. 


Householders who refused to have any- 
thing to do with the survey included 

1, People who refused to have anything to 
do with war or preparations for war, and had 
long talks on the subject with men conducting 
the survey. 

2. People who do not think there is any 
danger of war. 


3. People who think that even if war breaks 
out Shipley is in a “safety” zone. 


4. People proud of their gardens and will not 
disturb them to install a steel shelter. 


5. People who “decline to be bothered” 
until an emergency actually artses. 


says Shipley 


i—R. B. Bennett, ex-Premier of Canada, 


other essential fats are also inadequate. 
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We add in haste, and befora any alarmed investor writes 
us with notice of withdrawal, that St. Pancras Building 
Society shares still give the attractive yield of Four Per 
Cent. in annual interest. In security of capital and immunity 
from depraviation they still afford as nearly One Hundred 


AS AN 


Per Cent. as may be humanly practicable. 


no liability for income tax. 


yours for the asking. 


A free copy of the Society's “ Guide for Investors" is 


Managing Director : E. W. BALES 


ST. PANCRAS BUILDING SOCIETY 


But of some things the St. Pancras gives no percentags 
at all. Whatever sum you invest, it will yield you nothing 
in worry, uncertainty or subsequent reqret. And, of course, 
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Wilfred WELLOCK, A Question of Ideals 
“Speaking Personally,” asks 


WHERE IS HITLER 


HEADING 


O far Hitler has maintained his power 
S and popularity by his achievements. 
His regime rests on action, and he 
would appear to believe that it must. 
People who are not allowed to express 
themselves, soon grow restive and begin to 
murmur. And nothing upsets a Dictator 
more than social murmuring. 

Hitler’s achievements have been on both 
the home and foreign fronts, but it is on 
the foreign front that his most spectacular 
victories have been gained. Necessarily 
so, since it was Germany’s desperate need 
for food and raw materials that brought 
him to power. Germany’s outstanding 
need was for Lebensraum and Lebens- 
mittel, “room to live and the means to 
live.” 

In due course it 1s highly probable that 
Hitler will achieve his purpose of raising 
Germany to the level of the Great Imper- 
ial Powers, and achieving her economic 
independence. Germany’s hold upon the 
economic life of most of the Danubian and 
Balkan States indicates that in due course 
she will be able to exercise a decisive 
control over their economic resources and 
thus their destinies. 

* 


UT what is to follow the attainment of 
economic independence? Upon the 
answer to that question depends the future 
of Europe—and of the whole world. In 
other words, what is'the Nazi purpose, the 
goal which Hitler hopes to reach? 

Quite frankly we do not know. I some- 
times wonder, and very much doubt, if 
Hitler himself knows. What we are able 
to say is that in its propaganda days, be- 
fore it came to power, Nazism was pres- 
ented by many of its leaders as a social 
and economic revolution, for they advo- 
cated measures which, in many respects fell 
little short of Communism. 


What is Hitler’s Aim ? 

But owing to the world economic 
collapse of 1930, and the extreme suffering 
this entailed for Germany, the need for 
freeing the country from the strangulating 
grip of the imperial Powers and becoming 
equal with them in the control of the 
world’s economic resources, was so urgent 
as to demand that this objective be given 
priority in the Nazi programme. At the 
same time, as already indicated, revolu- 
tionary changes in industrial economic and 
social oganization have taken place. 

Thus Hitler owes his power largely, but 
by no means wholly, to his foreign con- 
quests. The question is, therefore, will he 
find it necessary to add to those conquests 
in order to maintain his regime? The 
answer depends mainly upon whether his 
ideal is a Germany of military and terri- 
torial greatness only, or includes excel- 
lence in the things of the spirit, a healthy 
and virile people, distinguished for their 
intellectual qualities, their social achieve- 
ments, their architecture, art and science, 
&c. 

PS 
AS yet we do not know the answers to 
these questions. But are we entitled 
to assume that no attention is being given 
to this issue? It is often said that Hitler’s 
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aim is to dominate the world. It may be 
so, but where is the proof? He may be 
hare-brained, but I doubt if he is fool 
enough to attempt to do what every mili- 
tary, social, and psychological student 
knows to be wholly impossible. 

So far as authoritative statements are 
concerned, Hitler desires two things in 
this respect: that Germany shall be a 
world Power equal with her compeers, and 
that she shall possess the guarantees of 
economic sufficiency. Once he goes beyond 
those bounds he will be in trouble, not 
only externally, but at home also. 


| Why Conquest is “Barred” 

I will submit four major facts which, 
in the circumstances named will act as 
deterrents to a policy of military conquest. 
First, the German people’s horror of war, 
of which Hitler is fully aware. That 
horror is intense, for no country has 
suffered more from war than Germany 
during the last 25 years. I believe the 
German people would respond to an ap- 
peal to defend their country against en- 
circlement, while Germany is fighting her 
way toward economic sufficiency, but it 
would be a very different story were the 
latter objective realized. The fear of revo- 
Jution in such a situation would be very 
powerful 

Second, fear of what might happen in 
the countries which Hitler had deprived 
of their national integrity and freedom. 
It is, I think, safe to assume that the in- 
habitants of the little countries in Central 
and South-Eastern Europe would seize the 
occasion of Germany being engaged in a 
major war, to win back their freedom, and 
I am quite certain that Hitler would not 
lose sight of that possibility. 

Third, the certainty that once it became 
clear that Germany’s aim transcended the 
bounds of economic necessity and entered j 
the wide sphere of struggle for power and 
dominion as such, the Big Powers would 
call a halt, and that war would follow.| 
Moreover Hitler knows quite well that in all ! 
probability neither side would be able to; 
win that war, that the Maginot and 
Siegfried Lines are impregnable, and thus | 
that exhaustion and revolution would be 
the reward of his venture. 

Fourth, the leaders of Nazi Germany, , 
after an exhaustive analysis of the effects, 
of war upon population statistics, the rate 
of reproduction, have come to the con- 
clusion that participation in another major 
war would seal Germany’s fate, that 
neither she, Britain, France nor Italy 
could survive it as a Great Power, whence 
Europe would be over-run either by the 
Slav Races or by the Peoples of the Far 
East. 

From these conclusions it is accepted; 
that Germany must in no circumstances | 
take part in a major war except in order | 
to secure the means of her existence, in| 
which case, it is argued, she might as well 
die fighting as starve to death. 


*« 
| therefore, Germany does not proceed T 


with a policy of conquest in the situa- 
tion we are considering. what course is 
she likely to pursue ? 
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“ Hitler owes his power largely, but by no means wholly, to 
The question is, therefore, will he find it 
necessary to add to those conquests in order to maintain his regime? 


his foreign conquests. 


‘““The answer depends mainly upon whether his ideal is a 
Germany of military and territorial greatness only, or includes 
excellence in the things of the spirit, a healthy and virile people, 
distinguished for their intellectual qualities, their social achievements, 


their architecture, art and science, 


** Are we entitled to assume that no attention is being given to 


these issues? ” 


Wilfred Wellock discusses that question in this article—the 
second of his three on ‘‘ Can Fascism Survive?” in our series 
The three articles have been adapted from 
a lecture he delivered at a recent weekend gathering of the West 
Yorkshire Federation of the Peace Pledge Union. 


| 
** Speaking Personally.” 


It seems reasonable to assume that hav- 
ing insured his country’s economic inde- 
pendence, Hitler would be prepared to 
meet the representatives of the other Big 
Powers in conference, in order to settle 
their differences, adjust anomalies, and in 
due course agree to a process of scaling 
down the production of armaments. 

This turn of events would call for drastic 
changes in domestic policy. A general 
reduction in armaments would immedi- 
ately cause a world slump of serious 
dimensions, adequately to cope with which 
would necessitate the organization of a 
large scale programme of peace production. 

Hence Hitler would have to choose be- 
tween carrying a vast army of unem- 
ployed, and spending a large percentage of 
the money that had gone in armaments 
on various kinds of public works. But as 
no Dictator dare allow unemployment to 
reach considerable proportions since that 
would stimulate serious unrest among a 
population which had no political re- 
sponsibility, Hitler would have no alterna- 
tive, but to venture upon bold schemes of 
social improvement, which, of course, 


cmon. 


would enormously increase the amenities 
and thus the value of life. 

It should be observed, however, that the 
Nazi government would be in a strong 
position to carry out such a policy— in 
a far stronger position than any capitalist 
Government—since it already has within its 
control the industrial, economic and finan- 
cial resources of the country. The capi- 
talists would protest, of course, but Hitler 
would be able, as on previous occasions 
to snap his finger, and remind them that 
the alternative to his policy was Commu- 
nism. 

What the nature of this social develop- 
ment would be would depend upon the 
vision and idealism of the Nazi leaders. 
That these leaders possess drive and great 
power of organization is patent, but we 
appear to have little knowledge concerning 
the nature of the greatness which they 
desire Germany to attain. Nevertheless 
we must assume that they possess, or 
would develop when the necessity arose, 
an ideal of social greatness for their 
country. 

(To be continued.) 


HOW THEY RESISTED 


IN 1916 . 
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This Woman Went To Prison 
For Helping C.O.s 


ODAY’S resisters to conscription are by no means confined to 
those directly affected by the Military Training Act. 

: So, in 1916, assistance was given by the friends and rela- 

tives of conscripts while general opposition to conscription was 


carried on by objectors not called up under the Acts. 

Women particularly felt that they could not stand aside while the men bore 
the brunt of the fight. Here one of them tells something of the work done by 
the Society of Friends (of which she was, and is, a member) in support of the 


conscientious objectors. 


Miss Ellis was sent to prison for her part in that work, together with two 
other Friends referred to in her story, Harrison Barrow and Arthur Watts. 


By Edith M. Ellis 


'HE Friends’ Service Committee, esta>- 

lished by the Society of Friends in 
the early days of the war to combat mili- 
;tarism and give advice to conscientious 
objectors facing Tribunals, was confronted 
with a new situation in 1916 when the 
military service acts were in operation. 

The co-operation of women was needed 
for the work of caring for those in prison, 
attending courts martial, keeping careful 
records, and visiting relations. 


| 
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Repeated Sentences 

The largest organization concerned with 
the work was the No Conscription Fellow- 
ship, with whom the Service Committee 
worked in close collaboration. As time 
went on, and conscientious objectors un- 
derwent repeated sentences for the same 
offence, being passed from military camp 
to prison and back again with the regu- 
larity of clockwork, there arose a demand 
on the part of relatives and others that 
there should be a campaign to stop this, 
and secure their release. 
| The majority of men for whom the Ser- 
vice Committee were responsible were re- 
ligious objectors, and on the whole their 
view was that as long as men were dying 
on the war-stricken fields of France and 
Flanders they did not wish the sufferings 
of conscientious objectors to be put in the 
forefront. especially by their own relatives, 
Rather they desired that those who were 


supporting them should work for peace 
above all things and the abolition of the 
military spirit, and that those in prison 
should continue to bear their witness for 
the truths they held as long as it was 
required of them. 


Uncensored Leaflet 

The Service Committee then saw that 
there was a duty to be performed in mak- 
ing the truth as these men saw it better 
known, and a leaflet was published giving 
statistics of the numbers in prison for con- 
science sake, and extracts from court mar- 
tial statements. This had a very wide 
publicity, which resulted in a prosecution 
of the responsible officers of the com- 
mittee, two men and one woman, on the 
technical ground that the leaflet had not 
been submitted to the military press censor 
under regulation 27 c. of the Defence of 
the Realm ‘Act. 

The Society of Friends had previously 
officially made known its view regarding 
the impossibility of obeying this regula- 
tion, because of the necessity for maintain- 
ing religious freedom for all publication of 
what it felt to be right to issue. There was 
a conviction and sentence of six months’ 
imprisonment for the two men, and three 
months for the woman. 

This prosecution and sentence did good 
in making thoughtful people aware of what 
was happening. 


July 7, 1939 


An Open 


TO AN OLD SOLDIE 


WpeAr MR. BOYD—I have just 
~~ been reading your autobio- 
graphy * and because I believe 
it reveals an attitude of mind 
widespread among the war-time 
generation I am writing this of-en 
letter to you. 


As one who was born in the year before 
the War I find that attitude sympathetic, 
but in some respects puzzling. 


You wrote your autobiography, you tell 
us, 
“not because I have had any remarkable experi- 
ence, but because when I was a child my mind 
was impressed with certain ideas which its waxen 
surface was unable to resist and which implied 
a prevalent condition of social and moral 
stability.” 

So you contrast what you expected with 
what you actually experienced and come 
to a positive conclusion. 


Is Youth Blinded ? 


You believe that 


“thousands of boys are still being imbued with 
those ideas of religion and patrictism which have 
no relation to the realities they will shortly have 
to face, realities even more alien from their 
education than those which have disillusioned 
the war-time generation.” 

This danger may be as great as you 
think in certain circles, but I believe the 
youth of today is on the whole more alive 
to realities than you suggest. (You must 
pardon my apparent impertinence in say- 
ing so!) In any case your book interested 
me for rather different reasons. 


You were brought up to believe that “a 
life of absolute virtue was not only pessi- 
ble, but usual;”’ that “the good had only 
to be formulated for it to be adopted by 
the enlightened rulers of the British Em- 
pire,’ and you “imagined that the last 
shadows of social oppression were about to 
disappear, and that all things were work- 
ing together for the final triumph of good.” 


Then came the Great War, to which this 
was your reaction: 

“The idea of maiming and killing other men, 
who like myself would be simply acting under 
orders, was nearly as repellent to me as being 
killed or injured myself.” 


Archbishop on the War 


I was puzzled, therefore, to read that you 
left for England to obtain a commission in 
the Army. 


There was no question of your views 
about the War having changed, as is 
shown by your comment on meeting the 
late Dr. Davidson, then Archbishop of 
Canterbury. 


You were soon to leave for the Front, 
and Dr. Davidson said: “ I wish I were 
your age, so that I could go too.” Of this 
remark you write: 


“I was amazed. The idea that soon I might 
have to lead men to jab Germans in the stomach 
with their bayonets, to kick them in the genitals, 
to shoot them like rats with my revolver, was 
beginning to weigh on my mind. Pa 

“To hear the man in whom I vaguely imagined 
was accumulated the holiness of the Anglican 
Church, whose hands were the channel of the 
Holy Ghost, express a regret that he could not 
join in the sport, struck me as horrible. I sup- 
pose I expected to hear some infinite wisdom or 
paternal grief.” 


“Brutes in Authority ” 


A little later, describing your arrival in 
France, you declare that “the worst aspect 
of a war is not the danger of wounds and 
death from the enemy, but the submission 
of one’s body and soul to brutes and fools in 
authority.” Strange sentiments in a sub- 
altern! 


Again, though you felt it natural to be 
a soldier, you still had a “strong pacifist 
substratum” and longed for the war to 
stop. 


As “one mote in the millions that were 
herded to destruction” by Mr. Lloyd 
George’s policy, you are critical of that 
policy and of its author. And all the time 
you were one of the instruments of that 
policy... 


There is a fine~contrast between poli- 
ticians oratory and military reality in your 
passage about Lloyd George. You quote 
his lyrical description of the Flying Corps: 
“They are the cavalry of the clouds, the modern 


*A Single Flame, by Martin Boyd. Dent, 8s. 6d. 
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chivalry. High up and low down they fight at 
the eternal principles of right and wrong.” 

When, !ater, you joined the Flying Corps, 
this piece of “comic nonsense” used to be 
quoted with ribaldry. “It hardly described 
our morning bomb-raids on Belgian rail- 
way stations.” 


Stimulating the Blood-Lust 


But for all your clear-sightedness you 
had to knuckle under to the military mach- 
ine, knowing all the time you were doing 
the devil’s work. Thus you tell us that 
“by 1917 no private soldier had the faintest idea 
what he was fighting for, so that the generals 
ordered more and more raids to keep the blood- 
lust simmering and to try to key up the neces- 
sary hatred of the enemy to whom the Tommies 
referred without rancour as ‘old Jerry.’ 


“We were ordercd to lecture our platoons on 
bayonet fighting and the spirit of the offensive, 
to try and stir them to a vicious hatred of the 
Germans. I thought: ‘There is no escape from 
doing this filthy thing, so I will go the whole 
hog’... I gave them a lurid and savage 
harangue on the delights of murder, on kicked 
genitals and jabbed guts. Unless they cultivated 
these pleasures, the war for civilization could 
not be brought to a successful conclusion. 

“When I had finished and they were dis- 
missed, the men walked away in embarrassed 
silence, feeling that an attempt had been made 
to corrupt their core of human virtue.” 

How many other men went through with 
such “filthy things,” yet saw them all the 
time for what they really were? And; 
what might they not have done if, instead, 
they had acted on the truth as they saw it? 


Britons Bombed Belgians 


What you tell us of the work of the 
Royal Flying Corps makes a grim com- 
ment on the war in defence of gallant 
little Belgium: 

“We were supposed to bomb the railway 
stations but our aim was far from perfect, and 
we must have done a good deal of damage to 
Belgian architecture, and must have inevitably 
murdered many Belgian women and children.” 

Then, after the War, the thread of your 
story seemed to disappear until, in the 
1920’s, you went to Melcombe, where an 
attempt was being made to revive the 
Franciscan Order in the Church of Eng- 
land. 


At Melcombe you awoke to the convic- 

tion that if the Church would care to 
apply Christian principles, 
“ignoring considerations of prestige, financial 
security, personal comfort. and doctrinal dis- 
agreement, the kingdom of heaven might yet 
arrive on earth.” 

When, I read your elaboration of this, I 
thought the remaining pages of your auto- 
biography were going to reveal you as an 
out-and-out pacifist. 


Christianity and Crises 
For you declared you wanted 


“a literal application of the essential doctrines 
of Christianity in everyday life, that people 
should be in such a state that the cream handed 
them in a silver jug would stick in their gullets 
if they knew that it was skimmed from the milk 
of the children of the poor.” 

You wanted a revolution in each indi- 
vidual which alone “could save Europe 
from its easy chute to Avernus, whither 
it had already begun to slide.” 


So you come to compare yourself to a 

corpuscle in a blood-stream that had be- 
come poisoned. The attitude of the 
British Government over Abyssinia, the 
abdication, Spain. and Czecho-Slovakia in- 
duced this mood in many people: 
“The greater part of the nation feels itself faced 
with a problem and it is not simplifying the 
problem too much to say that it is the eternal 
struggle between good and evil—the war in 
heaven.” 

And you go on to admit the essential 
rightness of the pacifist position: 

“The man who refuses to compromise with 
evil may easily say that his only logical attitude 
is that of the complete pacifist. It seems to me 
that the complete pacifist must be prepared to 
be crucified, and that for his crucifixion to have 
any significance and value he must have arrived 
at a saintly level beyond the reach of ordinary 
men, and he must have become a reservoir of 
spiritual power.” 


* Yes—but...” 


Though, a little earlier in the book, you 
had declared yourself to be a pacifist on 
humanitarian grounds, you now say it is 
“beyond the bounds of reasonable possi- 
bility” that the English should be the 
nation to lead the world to redemption. 


NEWS 


p 3 
ra 
« 


By J. W.Cowling 


“Tt's right, but you'll never get enough 
people to try it.” That is so often the 
attitude we pacifists meet. And that, in 
essence, is your attitude, too. 

People aren't willing to be “ crucified,” 
you think. Then why did the peoples of 
the world allow themselves to be “ cruci- 
fied” during the years 1914-18? Why did 
you, Mr. Boyd, and others, serve what you 
knew all the time to be the false god of 
war? Surely you could have endured as 
much for an ideal that you really believed 
in? 

And, remember, you yourself admit that 
“if we had not moved in 1914, if we had let the 
Germans march into Belgium, and the Kaiser be 
crowned, if it pleased him, in Westminster 
Abbey, we should hardly have been in a worse 
position tha: we are today. Europe would not 
have been reduced to economic ¢haos, and the 
cauldron of hate would not have been simmering 
for the last twenty years. 

“More important than this. the classical mor- 
ality would still have remained the standard by 
which all action, private or national, was ulti- 
mately judged.” 


Humane War ? 


Yet you go on to try and discover some 
solution to the nation’s problem on a lower 
plane than that of pacifism, and, as you 
think, a more practical one. You develop 
the idea of a restraining use of the war 
method: 

“The German, bewitched by his megaloman- 
iacal leader, is still my brother. I cannot resist 
his impulse towards robbery and violence simply 
by opposing it with the spiritual force of good, 
because, inflamed by another spiritual force, he 
denies that the classical morality is good, and I 
am not a great saint to exemplify it by cruci- 
fixion and so to redeem my brother's evil.” 

To come down to concrete terms. you 
advocate a “defensive” war with no 
bombing of towns and the use of propa- 
ganda to declare to the bewitched brother: 
“This is madness. We are your brethren.” 

But, Mr. Boyd. if we can “restrain our 
own savages ” sufficiently to indulge in such 
a brotherly war, then we can restrain them 
a little further and refrain from indulging 
in war at all! > 

And we can so act now as to persuade the 
German we look upon him as a brother. We 
needn't wait till war-time. 

Even if the nation will not accept the 
complete pacifist way, you want individuals 
to undergo a “ moral convulsion.” Thus 
far, you are at one with most pacifists. 

Once the leaven begins to work in society 
as a whole, how can you limit its possibili- 
ties? How can you say for sure that the 
majority of individuals in this country are 
incapable of becoming pacifists? 


Could You Fight Again ? 


And to turn to your own generation— 
could you again “ go the whole hog ” in the 
service of a war likely to be even more use- 
less and bestial than the one you have de- 
scribed in your book? 

Do you really think that we can in any 
way control that war, once it starts? Can’t 
you see the advocates of the “ knock-out ” 
blow again installed in high places? Can't 
you see the wave of hysteria again sweep- 
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ing the country and with it all talk of 
“classical morality” and “ bewitched 
brothers ” going into oblivion? 

Many of your own generation have 
already visualized all this. Many of their 
sons have seen it, too. You will find them 
in the pacifist movement. 

They aren't saints; they hope that, if 
necessary, they would show the same cour- 
age on behalf of their ideal as the soldier 
displays in battle. But they are sure that 
the advocacy and practice of pacifism is 
the only hope if mankind is not to follow 
other species to extinction through self- 
destruction. 

You, Mr. Boyd, and thousands less artic- 
ulate who think like you, are needed in the 
struggle against such madness. Won't you 
join them and “go the whole hog” for 
peace as you did for war? 

Yours sincerely. 
J. W. COWLING. 


Hugh Bingham 


We have received the following tribute 
to the late Hugh Bingham, who lately died 
in Palestine : 

The news of the untimely death of Hugh 
Bingham came as a great shock to his friends. 
We had hoped against hope that his splendid 
health and vitality would enable him to recover 
from the effects of the bullet wounds in lungs 
and spine received last February. But it was 
not to be. 

May I, as one who knew Hugh intimately, he 
being almost a member of our family, offer a 
brief but affectionate tribute to his memory. 

He was a thorough-going Pacifist and Socialist, 
and a keen worker in boys’ clubs. His aim in 
going to Palestine was to make reconciling con- 
tacts with Jews and Arabs, and his work there 
held the promise of rich success, but alas! he was 
to be the victim of the fear and suspicion that 
poisoned the world where his work lay. 

Hugh never talked much about religion, but he 
was the embodiment of its truest spirit and his 
name must stand high in the roll of its heroes 
and martyrs. 


(Rev.) FRED, J, POPE. 


takes you 


to FRANCE 


See France and her people this 
Summer. 8 and 15-day Inter- 
national Holiday Tramping 
Tours are a happy means. The 
Lorre VALLEY (and Paris), the 
wooded VoscEs Mts., the French 
Aves, little-known AUVERGNE, 
rocky - coasted Brirrany and 
Normanpdy—all extend a_ wel- 
come. From London, costs are 
£8/10/0 to £11/5/0 per tour. 
ILT.T. tours start July 29; 
August 5, 12, 19, 26. 
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E¢itorial, Publishing, and Advertisement Offices: 

3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4 
Telephone: Stamford Hill 6157 
Subscription Rates: Quarterly: 2s. 9d. Yearly: 10s. 6d. 
THE PEACE PLEDGE UNION welcomes all who accept the 
pacifist doctrine, no matter what their approach. Its activity 
is not confined to the registration of those who are opposed to 
war but promotes and encourages a constructive peace policy. 
Members are attached to local groups designed to achieve a 
communal peace mentality and extend the influence of pacifism 
by propaganda and personal example. Give your pledge on a 


postcard :-- 


I renounce war and I will never support or sanction 


another 
Sign this, add your address, and send the card to the Peace 
Pledge Union, 6 Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.1. 


July 7, 1939. 


The Editor's Point of View 


HOW TO MEET 
THE CRISES 


'THE issue between Germany and ourselves will never 
be resolved by letting it get on our nerves. ‘ 

It may indeed be postponed. For the effect of “nerves” 
is to make people accept anything that gives them relief. 
It does not make them think calmly and then firmly 
demand a real and lasting solution. 

While doing everything possible, then, to calm those 
around them—and the power of example is the first, and 
perhaps best, thing one can use—those who refuse to be 
thrown off their balance by either real or imaginary 
fears must still persist in pointing out the realities of 
the issue and in demanding that it be resolved by 
peaceful means. 


* 


It may be necessary first to remove certain wrong ideas 
from people’s minds. 

It might, for example, help to ease the tense feeling 
of being threatened all the time if attention were drawn 
to the fact that while Germany was supposed to be on 
the verge of a weekend attack Herr Hitler not only found 
time to inspect an art exhibition but “had long con- 
versations ”—not with his war chiefs, but with the archi- 
tects who are to rebuild Berlin and Munich! 

It should even restore some confidence and stop the 
useless talk about Germany being determined on war. 
For the Germans cannot afford, even if they wished, to 
embark on such ambitious:schemes only to have them 
wrecked in a war. 

And to lower the temperature caused by righteous 
indignation with Germany as a bullying treaty-breaker 
against whom poor little Poland must be protected, it 
might be well to point out that in 1923, while Germany 
was still suffering severely from the effects of the “peace” 
of 1919, Poland herself took the law into her own hands 
and seized the city of Vilna from Lithuania. 


* 


If some such sense of proportion could be established, 
it might be easier to explain in positive terms the real 
issue between Germany and her neighbours. 

Germany wants to build a great and prosperous 
country and make it secure from all possibility of losing 
that greatness and prosperity. Is that a crime? 

What makes it seem so is not the peculiar brutality 
of the German way of doing things but the peculiarly 
stupid and out-of-date “organization” of international 
society. 

This is such that every State is a law unto itself, and 
has to fend for itself against the competition of other 
States. Each State therefore feels bound to take what 
steps may be necessary to be able to command access to 
its needs. 

That is what Germany is seeking to do—with the 
added incentive of a bitter experience of being at a dis- 
advantage after the War. That is her “crime.” 

It is a greater crime that she and the rest of the 
countries of the world are allowed to continue to be in 
that position of rivalry for the needs of life. There is 
no need for such rivalry, and there will be no real peace 
until it is ended. 

* 


One step toward ending it is described in the remarks 
which M,. Clemenceau is alleged (as quoted on page 2 
of this issue) to have made to his colleagues at the Peace 
Conference in 1919. If, as Mr. Lloyd George tcld us, it 
is a pure invention, it is at any rate a good invention, 
and the sooner it is put into effect the better. 

Even more immediate and practical steps are cct out 
plainly on our front page. 

No doubt there are other good ways of removing the 
chief cause of war. The suggestions are numerous, the 
choice a: matter of practicability. 

What is absolutely essential is that the method of war 
be ruled right out of our calculations and the Govern- 
ment persistently urged to use one or other of the peaceful 
methods of co-operation. Mr. Chamberlain himself has 
said that war “wins nothing, cures nothing, ends nothing.” 
The method of co-operation at any rate could not do less. 
Common sense alone therefore demands that it be used 
instead of the threat of war. 


Humphrey 8S. Moore 


delay—has at last published the corres- 

pondence with the Sherif Husain in 1915, 
we know that Palestine was promised during 
the War to the Arabs who lived there and to 
those Jews who wanted to go there. 


But what followed in the diplomatic field is not so well 
known; arid a recently published book by Mr. J. M. N. 
Jeffries (Palestine: The Reality. Longmans. 25s.) is 
probably the first serious attempt to unravel it. 

Like the promises to the Arabs, the Balfour Declara- 
tion (as Mr. Lloyd George admits in The Truth About 
the Peace Treaties) was dictated by the military require- 
ments of the moment. Whatever may have been the 
Government’s intention at the time. it had to decide one 
day which promises to keep and which to break. 

Eventually it appeared that the solution of this problem 
was to remain in Palestine ourselves, creating “a little, 
loyal Jewish Ulster” as a bulwark against Arab 
nationalism. At least, that was the expression used by 
Sir Ronald Storrs, who was Governor of Jerusalem at 
the inception of the Mandate, to describe the policy of 
Zionist immigration. 


N OW that the Government—after 24 years 


Jews Ignored Warning 


OLITICAL Zionism thus came to over- 

shadow completely the Zionism of many 

early visionaries who had not thought in such 
terms. 


Early in Mr. Jeffries’ book we find the pathetie figure 
of Achad Ha’am (Asher Ginsberg) warning the Jews of 
the dangerous path they were treading. “From the 
very beginning,” he wrote in 1920, “we have always 
ignored the Arab people.” But he spoke to the wilder- 
ness. 

The British authorities did not ignore the Arab people. 
They were so well aware of their existence that when 
they first entered Palestine they dared not publish the 
Balfour Declaration, though all the rest of the world 
knew its terms. 

On the contrary they gave quite a different impression 
to the Palestine Arabs. The Palin Commission of 1920 
reported that: “ As late as June, 1918, active recruiting 
was carried out in Palestine for the Shereefian army, 
our allies, the recruits being given to understand that 
they were fighting in a national cause and to liberate 
their country from the Turks... the real impression 
left upon the Arabs generally was that the British were 
going to set up an independent Arab State which would 
include Palestine.” 

Similar evidence is to be found in the proclamations 
whick, said the Palin Commission. were dropped on 
Palestine from British aeroplanes calling upon the Arabs 
to join the national movement for independence. No 
wonder the Palin Report was suppressed! 


Views of the Arabs 


NOTHER suppressed report was that of the 
American Commission which was sent by 
President Wilson to ascertain the views of the 
Arabs. Mr. Jeffries has unearthed this docu- 
ment, which may be said to have been buried 
alive. 

The American Commission discovered that the Arabs 
of Palestine and of the territory since mandated to 
France desired to be united in an independent Syrian 
State. They rejected the Balfour Declaration, said they 
felt under no necessity to be ‘“‘ mandated,” but that at the 
werst they would accept an American mandate or even 
a British mandate, provided that it was for a limited 
period and that the function of the mandatory was 
limited to “ administrative advice and assistance.” That 
is to say, they accepted Article 22 of the League Covenant 
literally in its plain—but completely forgotten— meaning. 
They also took at face value the twelfth of President 
Wilson’s Fourteen Points, that the nationalities liberated 
from Turkish rule “should be assured an undoubted 
security of life and an absolutely unmolested opportunity 
of autonomous development.” 


Anti-Zionist Population 


OT until September, 1923, did the Palestine] s 


Mandate come into force. 


At the eleventh hour the Government was warned by 


its Chief Administrator in Palestine, Sir Louis Bols, that 
“approximately 90 per cent. of the population of 
Palestine is deeply anti-Zionist. This opposition com- 
prises all Moslems and Christians and a not inconsider- 
able proportion of Jews.” 

But no facts or arguments could break the Govern- 
ment’s determination. For years it had anticipated this 
mandate, administering the country on the authority of 
a “Draft Mandate ”—that is to say, on a hypothetical 
assumption of what its authority would be if at some 


Britain. 

Mr. Jeffries deals amusingly with the mysterious way 
in which this authority eventually “devolved” on our| 
anticipating shoulders. 

But during this curious interregnum amazing trans- 
actions took place. For example, a certain Mr. Ruten- 


later time that authority were delegated to al 


berg, acting on behalf of a Jewish Agency which had 
not been established and a Company which had not been 
formed, was granted by this government with “ draft” 
authority a monopoly of the two principal waterways of 
Palestine—the Jordan and the Auja—in respect of all 
use of those rivers for electrical power and irrigation! 
The terms of Mr. Rutenberg’s concessions were indeed 
extraordinary and without parallel, but space forbids 
any account of them here. What may be noted is that 
Palestine is an arid country where water is bought, 
leased and even pawned. The principal reserves of this 
precious supply of water were thus made a private 
monopoly. It was a hard blow for the “existing non- 
Jewish communities,” as the Balfour Declaration some- 
what tactlessly called the Arab population. 


Churchill’s White Paper 


T is this background of high-handed and 

fraudulent transactions which alone makes 

the present situation in Palestine understand- 
able. 


Mr. Jeffries, in tracing such matters in detail, has 
achieved not only a piece of remarkable historical 
research but an invaluable contribution to clear think- 
ing. Anyone who has any lingering doubts about the 
McMahon correspondence should certainly read Mr. 
Jeffries’ analysis of Winston Churchill’s defence, when 
justifying the Government’s attitude after the War. 


Churchill’s White Paper (in which he explained how 
the Government interpreted its pledges) will probably 
become a classical instance of “ terminological inexacti- 
tude,” for Churchill even went so far as to omit certain 
words from the pledges and to change a plural into a 
singular in order to prove his point! Which explains 
the long delay in the publication of those much discussed 
letters to Sherif Husain. 


Not Unique 


EW books are faultless. In this one I 

found an astonishing tendency to assume, 

and even to state categorically, that actions such 

as we have taken in Palestine are unique in our 
colonial record. 


For example, the arrest of the leading Arabs and their 
deportation without trial or any charge being brought 
against them stirs Mr. Jeffries to a very proper indigna- 
tion. But from his laudatory references to the rest of 
the British Empire one would not imagine that this pro- 
cedure was a common one—in India, for example. 


But this criticism in no way detracts from the value 
of the research or the wit and brilliance of the exposition. 


Propaganda 
in 
Newcastle 


These pictures illus- 
trate the propaganda 
effort of the Newcastle 
PPU group staged dur- 
ing the town’s annual 
holiday, “Race Week.” 

Top and centre: The 
large marquee which 
housed a display of 
posters and literature. 

Bottom: Addressing 
the crowd through loud- 
speakers. 
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“No Conscription Day’—Ociober 7: 
Climax to big Campaign 


DEMAND FOR REPEAL OF 
MILITARY TRAINING ACT 


ATURDAY, October 7, will be “No Conscription Day.” Through- 
out the country, in almost every big industrial centre, large 
conferences and public demonstrations will be held against 

conscription and preparations for war. 


These conferences will be the culminating point of a summer 
and autumn campaign which the No Conscription League hopes will 


165.000 
Sold 2 


"THIS is the striking cover of one of the 
“best sellers” of recent weeks—the 
Peace Service Handbook. 

Already 165,000 copies have been sold and 
the second large edition is well on its way 
to becoming exhausted. 

Typical of the enthusiasm with which it 
has been received is the fact that the Wirral 
(Cheshire) group of the Peace Pledge Union 
has ordered, and paid for, 10,000 copies. 
Wirral members obviously intend to do 
their share in realizing the aim of “One in 
every British household.” 

Many pacifists are taking a dozen copies 
with them on holiday. Why not you? 

The Handbook is obtainable from PPU 
headquarters, 6 Endsleigh Street, London, 
W.C.1, at the following rates: 


Per copy: ld., postage 4d. 
Per dozen: 9d., postage 6d. 
Per 100: 6s., postage Ils. 


Against Unemployment 


THE National Association Against Unem- 
ployment has now formulated its 

They are as follows: 

Immediate Objects: 

1. To create an informed public opinion on the 
unemployment problem, and to stimulate the 
public interest and imagination to a realization 
of the extent, the inhumanity, the injustice and 
the evil of unemployment, by public meetings, 
articles in the Press, pamphlets, &c. 

2. To co-operate with existing organizations 
in the mitigation of the more urgent sufferings 
of the unemployed. 

3. To form local associations to co-ordinate the 
work of existing organizations under the guid- 
ance and supervision of the Council of the 
National Association. 

And Ultimately: 

4. To formulate a long-term policy for the 
abolition of unemployment, based upon an expert 
study of the problem and all its implications. 

All who wish to aid ‘the association 
should write to the Secretary, William G. 
Millman. at Kingsway Hall, Kingsway, 
London, W.C.2. 


Any More “Bricks”? 


LIAVE you sent your contribution to the 
AM «Brick Fund” yet? 

Laurence Housman sugges:cd at the 
opening of Dick Sheppard House, that 
every member should “be a brick” and help 
to pay for the house by sponsoring one of 
the 124,000 bricks of which it is built. 


Jp to Wednesday morning 


11,840 - 
bricks had been sponsored. 

Mr. Frank B. Middleton, accountant of 
the PPU, will be glad to receive any 
further ‘contributions at Dick Sheppard 
rouse, 6 Endsleigh Street. London, W.C.1. 


aims. 
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arouse the maximum opposition 
and industrial conscription. 


to compulsory military training 


Prominent among the latest features of this campaign was a mass meeting 


held by the National Joint Advisory Bureau in London last week. 


This is 


reported below, together with news of support for conscientious objector. from 


various sources. 


ONE of the most significant features of the 

mass meeting held in the Central Hall, 
Westminster, on Wednesday of last week, 
was its representative platform. 

The chairman, Stuart Morris, recalling 
that it was exactly twenty years since the 
Treaty of Versailles was signed, said they 
were there for a much more thorough-going 
purpose than to see that conscientious ob- 
jectors got fair treatment. They were there, 
he said, to start a campaign that would not 
end until the Military Training Act was 


repealed. 

Dr. C. E. M. Joad asked why people in this 
country detested, or professed to detest, totali- 
| tarianism. “As a democrat,” He said, “I believe 
a man should be free to choose the kind of life 
he shall live, and I do not believe any organized 
body of persons has got the right to interfere.” 

He warned them against losing their liberty 
in trying to preserve it, as they were doing in 
accepting conscription. 


“ Final Outrage ” 


“To what, precisely, are our young men going 
to be compelled? They are going to be com- 
pelled to train themselves to take the lives cf 
other men whom they have never seen and 
against whom they have no quarrel. That is the 
final outrage upon human freedom and upon 
human personality.” 

Mr. Joad described “the modern national 
State” as “the real villain of the piece.” 

“I am against conscription because I am 
against war,” said Mr. George Lansbury, who 
pointed out that legal conscription was not the 
only form of compulsion. 

“There is a conscription of starvation, semi- 
starvation, and the pressure of employers—all 
voluntary.” That happened, he said, when war 
and the fear of war prevailed. Fear was the 
greatest enemy of mankind. 

They were talking of an organization to repeal 
| that Act. They might be called upon to adopt 
| full totalitarian measures to oppose totalitarian- 

| ism. They had been told in the House of 
Commons, in clear, unmistakable language, that 
all the machinery was prepared for regimenting 
them all, old and young. | 
There had not been a tremendous fight against} 
that first step of conscription. That was because 
| people were terrified by war propaganda and, 
by the horrors they felt might come upon them. 

“We must make our voices heard against the 
eternal propaganda of hatred and th2 distortion 
of news that is going on both abroad and in 
this country,” he said. 


Need for a Crusade 


“The whole world is just trembling on an 


abyss. And this is the unreason of it all; all 
the statesmen of the world tell us that if they 
tumble over, not only totalitarianism but catas- 
trophic ruin will come upon us all.” 

He hoped that some younger man than he 
would start a crusade throughout the country 
to say that “this crime, no matter for what 
reason, so far as we in this country are con- 
cerned, shall not take place.” 

An “unknown conscientious objector’—actu- 
ally. the Chairman of the Fellowship of Con- 
scientious Objectors—spoke for the 4.000 who 
said “no” to conscription. They said “no,” he 
said, because they knew that the war method 
was a failure; that it failed in 1914, that it would 
fail in 1939, and that it would always fail. 

His father had been prepared to give all to 
see that peace should come to this country. He 
and the other conscientious objectors were pre- 
pared to do the same, but by doing the things 
that made for peace and not the things that 
made for war. 

In a brief speech, Mr. James Maxton, MP, 
said that the forces making for war were over- 
whelmingly greater than the forces making for 
peace. But, he added, “I do not believe that 
the forces making for war must necessarily 
win.” The desire of the toiling millions in all 
lands was for peace, and it was to make vocal 
that unspoken desire that an organization such 
as theirs existed. 

Mr. Herbert Elvin said.it was “absolutely 
essential to oppose the present Act of the 
Government continuously from now onward.” 

To the “argument” that though war was evil 
there was nothing else they could do. Dr. Maude 


Royden replied that if one had nothing in the 
house but prussic acid one would not offer it 


to a starving person on the ground that there 
was nothing else to offer. Some of them were 
working hard to establish a better way, she 


said, “but even if you cannot think of anything 


else, don’t give the world prussic acid.” 

Fenner Brockway asserted that “for the 4,000 
conscientious objectors there will be 40,000 and 
more unwilling conscripts. In their ranks there 
will be young men who will hate militarism, 
hate conscription, hate war. And those young 
men are our allies in this struggle.” 

“Solve the problem of poverty,” he added, 
“and you have also solved the problem of war.” 


N.W. London Conference 

An area conference of the No Conscription 
League was held in Friends House, London, 
N.W.1, recently, to set up a regional organi- 
zation for North-West London, 

Independent Labour Party branches, Women’s 
Co-operative Guilds, trades unions, and Peace 
Pledge Union groups were represented. 

Mr. C. A. Smith, chairman of the ILP, intro- 
duced a motion supporting a resolution adopted 
at the recent NCL national conference in Ber- 
mondsey. He stressed the importance of resist- 
ance to conscription by organizations and trade 
unions as well as by individuals. 

The conference set up a provisional committee 
and it was agreed to hold another area confer- 
ence in October. At the end of the meeting 
del »gates separated into district groups to dis- 
cuss formation of new NCL branches. 


Jobs Kept Open for 
Objectors 


The Scottish Co-operative Wholesale 
Society, employers of more than 14,000 
workers, have promised that there will be 
no discrimination against any employee 
who registers as a conscientious objector, 


and that his job will be kept open for him. 
Similar assurances have been given by the 
Kinning Park Society and the United Co-oper- 
ative Baking Society (Glasgow), both very large 
societies. 
The No Conscription League asks for reports 


Objection 
Over-ruled 


Two more cases of newspapers 
refusing to accept advertisements 
addressed to conscientious objectors 
have been reported to Peacez News. 
The Birmingham Post and E:rming- 


ham Mail declined to publish an ad- 
vertisement inviting those who needed 
advice as COs under the Military 
Training Act to apply to the Society 
of Friends centre in Birmingham. 

Last week we reported a similar 
refusal by the Hampshire Telegraph 
& Post, published at Portsmouth. 


of similar decisions by other societies to be sent 
to it at 60b Fort Road, London, S.E.1. 


Salvation Army C.0O.s 
Salvation Army soldiers and adherents 


who are conscientious objectors are invited 
to send their names and addresses to Mr. 


C. B. Piper, of the Southall Citadel Corps. 

His address is 33, Hadley Gardens, Southall, 
Middlesex. 

It is hoped thus to enable like-minded Salva- 
tionists to keep in touch with each other for 
purposes of mutual encouragement. 

Readers ot Peace News who know members 
of the Salvation Army are asked to draw their 
attention to this announcement. 


Bishop’s Attitude 

The Bishop of Bradford, Dr. A. W. F. 
Blunt, in his July Messenger, asks clergy 
to help genuine conscientious objectors by 
advising them as to alternative forms of 
national service, helping them to be repre- 
sented at the tribunal, and supporting them 
if they are victimized. 

“No decent persons,” he writes. “wants a repeti- 
tion of the persecution to which conscientious 
objectors to military service were often subjected 
in 1914-18.” 

The Bishop of Manchester, Dr. Guy Warman, 
writes in the Manchester Diocesan Leaflet: “The 
real conscientious objector is neither shirker nor 
coward, and deserves our respect. The 1ew Act 
of Parliament makes an effort to respect con- 
science. and I hope it will be sympathetically 
administered.” 


Church of Scotland 
The Church and Nation Committee of 
the Church of Scotland has had under con- 
sideration the subject of conscientious 


objectors. 

This was revealed after the Rev. Edwin S. 
Towill, Chalmers Church, moved a resolution in 
the Dundee Presbytery last week, instructing the 
Church and Nation Committee to take steps to 
ensure that the conscience of conscripted 
pacifists was not violated. 

His motion was accepted by the Presbytery. 

The Rev. Gilbert M. George, of St. Mark’s 
Church, Oldhall, Paisley, will move at the next 
meeting of Paisley Presbytery (in September) 
that the presbytery draw up a panel of minis- 
ters to advise, and if necessazy to represent, 
Pacifists called upon to appear before Military 
Service Tribunals under the Military Training 
Act. 


Our Fighting Fund—and Other 


Ways to Help 


ANOTHER prize-winner in our recent 
“ Reader's Question” competition, Mr. 
David Davies, has kindly devoted h‘: 5s. 


toward our Fighting Fund. 
We are pleased to acknowledge the following 
contributions: 


Previously acknowledged 4 
R. E. Bury, Streatham Vale . 
T. Wadsworth, New Balderto sa 
L. Parkin, Liskeard 50 
Two Wellwishers. Stroud ab ee 
D. L. Mays. Bucks. Ay oe . 
F. A. Gurney. Windsor 

Anon, Twickenham in a 
D. R. Y., Glasgow . ve 
“You can't take it with You.” 
Douglas. Chelsfield . 
Anon. Brighton : + “* 
David Davies (Competition prize).. 
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INCREASING THE CIRCULATION 


Meanwhile the ultimate need -f the paper 
is a larger circulation. 


An Epsom reader suggests that groups or indi- 
viduals might make a point of having copies of 
Peace News sent to hospitals and Youth Hostels 
in their district. 


The Fighting Fund was launched to help to 
release for some other branch of the Peace 
Pledge Union’s work the subsidy at present paid 
to Peace News. (This amounts to £750 for the 
current year.) 


Donations of any size will be welcomed and 
acknowledged in Peace News. Cheques and 
postal orders shou'd he made payatle to Peace 


a 


News, Ltd.—and not the Peace Pledge Union— 
and should be addressed to 3 Blackstock Road, 
London, N.4 

Here is another way in which individual readers 
can help to gain us that wider circulation: send 
us the name and address of anyone to whom it 
would be worth while sending a specimen copy 
of Peace News and we will do so. 

Use the form below, and if you want to send 
more than one name and address please attach 
a separate sheet of paper. 


To the Distribution Department, 
"Peace News," 


3 Blackstock Road, London, ‘.4. 


Please send a specimen copy of 
to 


" Peace News' 


(Signec) __ 


Address 
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The Vietim on the Altar re:s22: 2. 


By G. PLANTAGENET 


The Struggle for Peace. By Neville 


Chamberlain. Hutchinson, 8s. 6d. 


Lost Liberty. By Joan and Jonathan 
Griffin. Chatto and Windus, 8s. 6d. 


UNICH, one feels, was Mr. Chamber- 
lain’s significant moment. As history 
judges it, so also is he likely to be judged, 
for better or worse, achievement and 
architect together. 


Nothing could make so plain as does a 
re-reading of his outstanding speeches of 
the past two years how completely the 
Munich settlement stood in the line of his 
consistent policy, alike in its success and 
its failure. 


There have been some pacifists who, 
because he also makes his obeisance at the 
altar of Peace, have thought him a paci- 
fist, too. He is, of course, nothing of the 
sort. 


Quite beyond any doubt he profoundly 
desires peace and as sincerely abhors war, 
which, as he himself declares in his book’s 
concluding sentence, “ wins nothing, cures 
nothing, ends nothing,” but for all that his 
deepest faith is in force, and he repeatedly 
declares himself prepared that Britain 
should fight—even to win nothing, cure 
nothing and end nothing!—if her “liberty” 
be threatened or some other nation “ de- 
mand to dominate the world by force.” 


His policy, stated over and over again in 
almost identical terms, stands always upon 
two pillars: “to seek peace by friendly 
discussion and negotiation, and to build up 
our armed forces to a level which is pro- 
portionate to our responsibilities and to the 
part we desire to play in preserving peace.” 
(Mar those last phrases, for they make 
absolutely clear his conviction that the 
effect will only equal the available force). 


Human Sacrifices 


He wants, that is to say, all the peace he 
can get at his own price, but when that 
limit is reached then bombs and battleships 
must settle the matter for him no less than 
for Hitler or Mussolini or Churchill. 

rital 


So long as he could believe that no vital 
British interest was fundamentally threat- 
ened, so long as he could believe that this 
concession or that would satisfy Germany, 
and that Hitler did not “demand to domi- 
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nate the worid by force,” he could give way 
at whoever’s expense—China’s, Abyssinia’s, 
Spain’s, Czecho-Slovakia’s—and hope that 
each encroachment might be the last, and 
that thereafter the causes of war would 
have been removed and the lion and the 
lamb lie down together. 


THE VIEWS OF CONTRIBU- 
TORS MUST NOT BE ASSUMED 
TO REPRESENT THE POLICY OF 


"PEACE NEWS" OR OF THE 
PEACE PLEDGE UNION. 


Munich decision at the end of the month 


He did not, one may be quite sure, wish is narrated day by day, almost hour by 
these other lesser countries ill, but that he hour—the things they saw, the tales they 
regarded them as lesser countries, and as heard, the feeling they sensed in the streets 


subordinate to 
saving the world at large, and above all, his 


the primary matter of and cafés. 


They are, it is true, frankly partisan, too 


own country from catastrophic war, appears partisan, for their feeling leads them into 
in almost every phrase of his chilly refer- excess of statement both for the Czechs and 
ences to them, and cnly most notibly when against a good many others. Still, here is 
he so unfortunately eehoed Goering’s abuse the story in human terms, with an account 
of the Czechs (“these ridiculous puppets, of the aftermath right up to March this 
this bit of a people, nobody knows where year. 


they come from”) and his own “ quarrel in 
a faraway country between people of whom 
we know nothing.” 


Steps to Munich 


The book also considers (unfavourably) 
the French and British reasons for pressing 
Czecho-Slovakia to acquiesce, questions 
strongly and not without show of data 
whether Hitler, pressed to the point, could 


All the unhappy business of “non-inter- 0f Would have gone to war, and prints 


vention” in the Spanish Civil War (its Some documents rather tactfully omitted 
purpose not to prevent intervention but from the British White Paper. 


“designed with the object of confining the 


It charges more recent events directly to 


conflict to Spain”), the defensive attitude Munich’s door: 


towards Franco and Mussolini, the insistent 
pursuit of the Anglo-Italian Agreement, the 
soft-pedalling of the Anschluss—these led 


“For at Munich the British and French Gov- 
ernments tricked the Czechs out of their 
defences, only to leave them alone to Hitler's 
mercy. Because of what Great Britain and 


up to Munich like steps to a front door, France did in September, 1938, Hitler could do 
and the process was carried through in the what he liked with the Czechs; and whatever 


spirit of its initiation. 
There has been no subsequent betrayal 


of Munich, for there was really nothing to 
betray, save possibly in the minds of the 


Hitler may do to the Czechs, Great Britain and 
France are responsible for it.” 

Discount the charge of trickery, Ene 
responsibility still remains. It is one which | 
Englishmen would do well to realize and 


deluded peoples. The Munich settlement, to acknowledge. 


at rock bottom, was an acceptance of 


At least pacifists have this argument. 


Hitler’s demands under threat of European they might have done better for Czecho- 


war, and of the promised alleviations thinly Slovakia. 


They could not possibly have 


clothing its nakedness—the plebiscit2 under done worse. And Czecho-Slovakia—believe 
international supervision, the option of re- i+ or not—is populated by human beings no 
moval to one side of the frontier or the jess needful of “ liberty” than our Prime 
other, the international guarantee of the winister’s own countrymen! 


new frontiers—not one was ever made 
effective. 


From that settlement by force Chamber- 
lain returned quite genuinely hopeful, one 
may believe, for the future, but hardly 
converted to pacifism. But to say that 


Munich failed to bring peace because Bri-| How the Other Man Lives. 


tain accelerated rearmament is to talk, if 
not in contradiction of all recent history, 
at least in the air so far as actual possibili- 
ties go. What effect a genuine pacifist 


for June totalled 997. 

This was announced by Stuart Morris at 
the second meeting of the PPU National 
Council held at Dick Sheppard House en 
Saturday. 

Details of the more important items cf 
business follow: 

Youth Campaign 

Arnold Danels outlined his proposals for a 
pacifist organization for those between the ages 
of 14 and 21. It was decided not to regard this 
as a youth section of the PPU, but as an organiz- 
ation on its own having the blessing and assist- 
ance of the PPU. 

Areas 

A memorandum presented by John Barclay on 
the distribution of areas and their representation 
on the National Council showed that there were 
now the following 16 areas. (The representatives’ 
names—which in some cases have still to be 
confirmed by their area organizations—are 
shown in brackets.) 

Scotland (Rev. Vincent Williams), North Ire- 
land (Professor T. Finnigan), North Wales 
(Lady Artemus Jones), South Wales (George LL 
Davies). North-West England (Rev. H. O. Evans), 
North-East England (Thomas Large), Lanca- 
shire (Leslie Kirkley), Yorkshire (Denis Riley), 
East Midlands (Charles Baldwin), West Mid- 
lands (Herbert Whatley), Wessex (W. J. Parkin), 
West England (J. N. Wales), Hants (G. C. Sea- 
gar), South-East Kent (Eric Roach), London and 
Home Counties (Sybil Morrison), East Anglia 
(P. J. Boddy). 

It was decided to recommend to the areas con- 
cerned certain minor adjustments of territory. 
It was agreed to allow Scotland two representa- 
tives on the Council and Yorkshire to send an 
observer from each of two of its regions, and 
the area representative from the third, the 
region taking turns annually to send the area 
representative. It was suggested that North- 
amptonshire might be included in a new area. 

Area Organization 

It was decided that the National Council 
should not appoint any additional paid 
organizers for specific areas but should earmark 
a sum (at the rate of £500 during the present 
financial year) for “roving commissioners.” It 
was then decided to appoint Mr. Hope Gill as 
a “roving commissioner” for one year. 

For specitic schemes it was decided to grant 
the York Group £25, together with a loan of 
£25, for a peace shop; the Scotland Area, £25 
for a propaganda campaign; and the Devon Area, 
£1 for every £1 raised locally up to £25. 

Requests for grants for Manchester and Bir- 
mingham for schemes that included organizers 
were deferred for three months pending an in- 
quiry into the financial position. 

Book Fair 

The PPU has booked a whole stand at the 
Sunday Times Book Fair at Olympia from 
October 6 to 23. 


Britain with the Lid Off 


By Walter 


Greenwood. Labour Book Service, 
2s. 6d. 
JF society is to be improved the job must 


be tackled from both ends at once. Most 


gesture might have had must remain in|reformers have a temperamental prefer- 


the realm of speculation; the most a Cham-}| ence for one end or the other. 


The inde- 


berlain could do was hardly likely to con-|fatigable G. D. H. and M. I. Cole. whose 


vert a Hitler! 


Chamberlain’s speeches deserve reading. | in 


book The Condition of Britain, published 
1937, is a monumental large-scale 


More clearly than any other set of docu- inquiry involving pages of statistical 


ments could, they show him for the man| diagrams and sixty-three tables of expendi- 
he is, with his own limitations, his own| ture, &c., might be placed towards one end 


obstinacies, his own courage. But with all|0f the scale. 


their desperate desire for peace, they can 


Probable no-one would suggest that such 


hardly encourage pacifists as such to set work is anything but indispensable. But 
their hope in him. His vision over the!in itself it is not enough. There are a 


whole field is far too narrow. 


Munich did not achieve peace—ai best 
it permitted a state of not-war to continue 
a little longer. Appeasement did not 
appease. Europe stands today in a worse 
state than a year ago, and if war is evaded 
it will be by means having little to do with 
last September. 


But if the sacrifice at Munich was not to 
peace, what, then, of the victim? People 
in Britain, even pacifists, have seemed 
oddly insensitive to the fate of Czecho- 
Slovakia, perhaps because to many of them 
it has seemed “a faraway country” of 


f which they “knew nothing.” 


They Saw It Happen 


The ignorance is more excusable in a 
shopkeeper than a statesman, but only 
relatively so, and everyone who feels the 
faintest thankfulness for Munich should 
have the grace to read at least one account 
of the reality of what Munich was and 
meant to the Czechs. There are several 
such about. The Griffins’ Lost Liberty is 
as good as any and better than some, per- 
haps than most. 


It is primarily a narrative of events, by 
two observers who, with previous know- 
ledge of the country, were in Prague from 
September 15 to December last year. The 
critical fortnight from their arrival to the 


good many things you can’t express in 
figures ; human personality is one of them. 
So at the other end of the scale we might 
put Tchekov, of whom the late Maxim 
Gorky wrote: “I think that in Anton 
Tchekov’s presence everyone involuntarily 
felt in himself a desire to be simpler, more 
truthful. more oneself.” 


SEEKING A BALANCE 


The fusion of the two approaches in an 
individual is rarely seen Dick Sheppard 
himself was one of the best modern 
examples of the essential balance which 
each must strive to preserve. 


In How the Other Man Lives Walter 
Greenwood seems to be seeking this 
balance. His thirty-seven chapters record 
conversations with people who carry on the 
ordinary occupations: miner, hairdresser, 
housewife, tailor, teacher, taxi-driver. In 
some chapters there is a brief retrospect of 
the development of working conditions in 
the trade under discussion. 


The idea is excellent. And in Mr. Green- 
wood’s favour it may be said that his own 
experience on and off the dole has given 
him a sympathetic understanding of his 
fellows which enables him to talk to them 
and draw them out as few professional 
writers would be able to do. 


Gradually a terrifying picture is built 
up. Long hours, bad pay, over-mechaniza- 


tion, mass-production, the desperate plight 
of the distressed areas, stultification in the 
slums. Reading this book on a short holi- 
day in North Devon I began to wonder how 
it was that such enormities are tolerated. 


The patience, the endurance of the 
oppressed passes understanding; so does 
the indifference of the middle classes. “ We 
have, all of us,” said that great French 
cynic, La Rochefoucauld, “ fortitude enough 
to bear the misfortunes of others.” 


There is much in How the Other Man 
Lives to be praised. It should be widely 
read. But it is a great pity that Mr. Green- 
wood has been compelled to write, as he 
admits in the foreword. in a tearing hurry. 
Much of the writing is perfunctory ; some- 
times the author writes, as Tchekov said of 
a journalist, “nobly, humanely...lemon- 
adely.” 


“NOT HUMAN BEINGS” 


But chapters like that which deals with 
the steel-worker are the authentic voice of 
our time. This is what Mr. Greenwood got 
from a man working a blast furnace ten 
hours a day to produce munitions: 


“No, you wouldn’t mind slogging if you knew 
that the stuff you're making was going to do 
anybody any good. But is it? 


“They’re doing the same in Germany as we're 
doing here. Working men pulling their guts 
out in German places like this; spring, summer 
autumn, winter—and for what? Why, making 
steel for blooming guns to blow one another 
sky-high... 


“I got a bit of what I wanted when I was 
on that holiday last year... It makes be feel as 
I'm ready to go stark, raving mad when I think 
that, if it hadn't been for the accident of finding 
that place, I'd never have known it existed. And 
now I’m thinking of all the other places like it 
that are existing now while I'm in this hole. 


“T don’t want to work in no blast furnace or 
live in a place like this or the one I was born in. 
I'm a human being. But half my life’s gone, 
nay, more than half, the way we're working 
now. ... Oh, I don't kid myself any more. Most 
of the working people aren’t human beings. They 
don't know what it is to be alive; but I do.” 


Roy Walker 


july 7, 1939 


PEACE NEWS 


LETTERS TO 


THE EDITOR 


Pacifist Attitude to Nazi Germany 
Aims of Federal Union 


BECAUSE of my admiration for Rose 
Macaulay as a writer, and because I am 


so conscious of her sincerity, I have hesi- = 


tated before intervening in the discussion 
about the pacifist attitude toward Nazi 
Germany that she herself has provoked. 

Why single out Germany for condemna- 
tion? Is there nothing of wanton and 
deliberate cruelty elsewhere? Have we no 
concentration camps? How else can certain 
areas in South Wales be described? The 
ceath rate is higher in the distressed areas 
than elsewhere; is it pleasanter to die of 
poverty than for political and religious 
opinions? 

: Know an unemployed man who has de- 
ve.oped tuberculosis because he feeds his 
children before he will eat himself. He 
will die, slowly and painfully, and he is 
entirely guiltless of any crime or of any 
offence against authority. 


Miss Macaulay should see the children = 


leaving the mills on a hot day twitching 


their clothes away from their sweaty bodies = 


and then reflect that there are people in 
this country who—for profit’s sake—are 
straining every nerve to prevent the reduc- 


tioa of the working hours of children from -= = 


48 to 44. 


What about the lynchings, the horrible” 


chain gangs, the brutality against the 
would-be trades unionist, in the USA? 


And if Germany is cruel to the Czechs, - 


what about the Black and Tans in Ireland 
nearly twenty years ago, and what about 
indentured child labour in Africa, and the 


oppressive laws against the black man in = 


his own country? 


Cruelty is everywhere, and much of that = 


cruelty is directly due to the greed and in- 
humanity of Imperial-capitalist Great 
Britain. 

Our cruelty to post-war Germany (and 
indifference to suffering is cruelty) brought 
about the deterioration of character that 
made the Nazi regime possible. Oppression 
and cruelty cause mental and mora. de- 
terioration as well as physical suffering. 

Condemnation and criticism of Nazi Ger- 
many can be left to those who have ulterior 
purposes to serve by such methods. The 
pacifist is slowly and painfully striving to 
publicize another conception of life. He 
did not create the conception, that }:as been 
done by the philosophers and religious 
leaders of every age and nation—but he is 
brave enough to attempt to make the con- 
ception become the reality. He knows that 
it must become reality if humanity is to be 
spared even greater physical suffering and 
intellectual and moral degradation. 


MARGERY SOUTH. 
39 Nab Lane, Shipley. 


Youth Movement 


Although heartily welcoming the new “14-20” 
Youth campaign, I feel, as one within that group, 
as a future Histcry teacher, and as a Christian, 
I must answer two accusations made by David 
Spreckley in the June 23 issue of Peace News. 

Fifteen years ago, it may have been true that 
history was taught one-sidedly and :nilitaristic- 
ally but it is certainly untrue today. Today, history 
is taught impartially: the faults of the British 
are no longer glossed over. Less attention is 
paid to the military side of history: Shaftesbury 
and Owen are as great heroes as Nelson and 
Wellington used to be painted. 

Surely nothing will teach the futility of war 
better than unbiased history? And militarism 
is prominent in very few schools today: rather 
the contrary; for instance, Peace News is always 
available in our school library for all to read. 

His accusation of the churches is no more 
true. The churches frankly declare that the 
“ Pacifist or Non-Pacifist” issue is a personal 
one, for the individual to decide, with the 
guidance and help of God—and it should be so. 
Pacifism is ten times more vital in our churches 
than militarism. 

On with your campaign, but don’t make false 


accusations, 
DEREK H. JEFFERSON. 
62 Park Avenue, Bush Hill Park, Enfield, 
Middlesex. 


I was very interested to read in Peace News 
of the proposed Youth Movement. I hope it 
will get all the support it deserves and I, for 
one, would very much like to be a member. 

I am glad that youth is to be given a chance 
to show that it does take its responsibilities, as 
the rising generation, really seriously. 

EDITH KNOX (15). 

“ Rosemary,” Westwood Lane, Normandy,. 

Surrey. 


IT is literally “impossible to publish all 
the letters we receive. 


Other things being equal, letters of 
not more than 200 words stand the best 
chance of publication. 
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VALVE 


IE task before us is to create such 

a body of public opinion as to 
prevent any possibility of the Gov- 
ernment swinging this country into 
an imperialist war orm the pretext of 
defending Danzig. Lord Ponsonby 
has told us that in a time of crisis 
w2 should suSpend cur efforts to make 
absolute pacifists anc concentrate on 
stopping the particular war which ap- 
pears imminent. May I suggest as 
steps to this end: 

1. That Peace Pledge Union headquarters 
= issues immediately a pamphlet giving the 
= objective facts of the history and present 
= position of Danzig and emphasizing the 

: criminal absurdity of any attempt to main- 
tain this present position by war. 

2. That groups should devote the greater 
part of their energies to the distribution 
of this leaflet and to the holding of open- 
air meetings to emphasize the same point. 
_ That as many people as possible should 

2 be persuaded to write to Mr. Chamberlain 
declaring that some way of settling the 


Danzig problem by peaceful means must 
be found. 


Finally that every group and every 
= pacifist instead of yielding to natural 
- summer slackness should put forth 
energy as never before. 


= LEONARD JOLLEY. 
= 51 Wetherell Road, South Hackney, E.9. 
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Since it is obvious that we cannot 
convert the majority of the nation or 
the majority of the House of Com- 
mons to absolute pacifism in the next 
month, it is vital that we should 


Why 
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Pacifism and Defeat 


ME. DENT (Peace News, June 23) seems 
i upset about logic. Because the sun can 
be seen to rise in the east and pass over to 
set in the west, it follows that the sun is 
moving from east to west. That’s logic; 
once everybody believed it; it must have 
been true if everybody believed it; the 
majority must Le right. Militarism, based 
on another error of the ancients, will go 
the same way, in spite of its lying logic. 

“If pacifists are numerous enough to 
cause defeat,” Mr. Dent says, “it does not 
by any means follow that they are numerous 
enough to prevent war.” How illogical it 
wes of me to think that militarists would 
avoid a war which puvlic opinion and 
action made it certain they would lose! 

If Mr. Dent knows that militarists would 
deliberately choose to throw their nation’s 
life and wealth away on a war they knew 
they were certain to lose, then let us see 
that the people know beforehand how those 
who pretend to defend them intend to sacri- 
fice them all for nothing. 

What the effect of such a pacifist defeat 
of militarism would be, along with what 
pacifists would do to safeguard civilization, 
is dismissed by Mr. Dent as “but an eulogy 
of pacifism,” and then, iogically enough, 
he proceeds to eulogize pacifism himself as 
“the world’s only hope of redemption.” 

How happy if he stopped there! Alas, he 
goes on to say that when the day of redemp- 
tion draws nigh—and he can help to grasp 
it—he will think of the defeat of Britain's 
mailed fisters, and perhaps he will throw 
redemption away! 


W. SPARKES. 
Hollinwood Road, Disley, near Stockport. 


“War” on the Roads 


Your correspondent, Mr. Waterfall, is incorrect 
when he says that letters from the Pedestrians’ 
Association “seem to seek to represent the 
pedestrians and motorists as ‘at war’.” The 
term “ War on the Roads” was used in my letter 
to indicate that the casualties in road accidents 
now reach totals approximating to those of war. 

Since the Great War about 110,000 persons have 
been killed and a milion classified as seriously 
injured—and there is no armistice! 

Mr, Waterfall may be “convinced that nine 
out of ten of the accidents to pedestrians are 
caused hy their own lack of care,” but his con- 
viction is not borne out by official figures and 
leaves unexplained the large number of accidents 
of motorists with each other. 


T. C. FOLEY, 
Secretary, The Pedestrians’ Association. 
3 Tudor Street, London, E.C.4. 


This correspondence is now closed.— Ep. 


Demand a Peaceful Solution ! 


LUE PPI SO OOOO HO 


co-operate with all sympathetic bodies 
and individuals on as wide a basis as 
pcssible to exert pressure on all poli- 
tical parties for a peace gesture to 
Germany NOW. 

At present it looks as though the 
British, French and Polish Govern- 
ments are determined to go to war if 
the theoretical independence of Dan- 
ziz is threatened. The one practical 
move is to persuade the Government 
to offer justice to Germany with free 
access to raw materials and equality 
of trade, administration and settle- 
ment in all non-self-governing 
colonies which shall be governed 
under international mandate, until 
the inhabitants are educated for seif- 
government. 

The July 1 editorial of the “ Daily 
Herald” shows that official Labour 
realizes that peace depends on mak- 
in> such an offer, provided itis accom- = 
panied by some all-round disarma- 
ment. Viscount Halifax’s speech, too, 
contained some hope of a settlement. 

But we must hav> immediate action, 
not fine words but deeds. Hence I 
believe everyone who wants peace 
should write to Mr. Chamberlain de- 
manding an immediate peace offer to 
Germany, so that it is obvious to Ger- 
many that she can obtain justice 
without violence. 
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R.M. 
London, S.E. 
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An Austrian Speaks 
AS an Austrian, I am very interested in 
the peace movement in England and 
other countries. Peace is not a matter 
which concerns Germany mostly or alone. 
Certainly Germany has to play her part. 

Most of the reports about Germany are written 
by people after making a short trip to Cologne, 
Berlin, Hamburg, or some other town, often not 
even knowing, or not knowing very well, the 
German language. Generally, they go there 
with a prejudice—to see a “barbaric” nation, a 
country in which nothing can be good, useful, 
or beautiful So they really find everything 
wrong, even bad. 

The German people are in no way different 
from other people. They want what all other 
peoples in the whole world are most ardently 
wanting—a speedy and lasting world peace, with 
norma! international relations. We Germans do 
not wish to attack any other people; but we 
also do not wish to be attacked. We do not like 
the big sums wasted on armaments in the world. 
We absolutely understand another peace than 
this “ peace” which comes from bombers, poison 
gas, and guns. . 

Don’t try to help the German people to be 
“free” by means of a boycott. It certainly would 
not “free” them, but there would be som2 tens 
of thousands more unemployed in England and 
in every other country. This is not a good way 
to create peace. I suggest a different way. 

Help»the.German people to believe in real 
peace. Especially here in England there are 
many “bright spots” in the dark sky. These 
“bright spots” are the many international or- 
ganizations, societies, and clubs which promote 

,friendship with the inhabitants of other countries, 
including those of Germany. 

We have to show our Governments that they 
will have the whole population behind them, if 
they will come together, not as statesmen with 
the best army behind them, but as representatives 
of real culture and humanity. They should bring 
about such things as the World Postal Union. 
We must do away with English interests, German 
interests, Russian interests. There are only the 
interests of mankind. 

ALBERTO LA ESPERANTISTO. 

Leigh-on-Sea. 


Mock Tribunal 


A church group on Merseyside evolved the 
idea of a mock tribunal at which a conscientious 
objector replied to all the usual everyday argu- 
ments which the man in the street raises against 
the pacifist case. Using this bait, they persuaded 
many churches of their own and other denomina- 
tions to allow them to occupy a guild or social 
evening by giving the tribunal, followed by 
questions and discussions. The scheme has the 
merit of requiring no great dramatic ability, 
“props” or “make-up,” and has now the ad- 
ditional merit of being topical. 

Any group who would like to see or use the 
material is invited to write to the signatory of 
this letter, who will be pleased to lend a copy 


of the MSS. 
HARRY BANNISTER. 
19 St. Luke’s Road, Great Crosby, Liverpool 23. 


AS a pacifist and a supporter of Federal 

* Union, I was much interested in your 
editorial comment of June 23. The ultimate 
aim of Pacifists and Federalists must be a 
totally disarmed world State. 

There remains the all-important question 
as to how much such an aim can best be 
attained. Obviously not at a single step. 
But unless some practical steps are taken 
very soon, we shall have not a World State 
but a World War, and at the end of that, 
when our civilization, such as it is, lies in 
ruins, shall we be any nearer our objective? 

Surely we are much more likely to be 
further from it. A Federal Union of the 
democracies would not immediately bring 
about total disarmament, though as Mr. 
Streit shows, the armaments of the Union 
could be substantially reduced below the 
present strength of those in its component 
States, while still giving it “the advantage 
of overwhelming force.” 

Whether this advantage (or disadvantage) 
is incidental or not, the Federation would 
differ fundamentally from a military alli- 
ance in not being directed against any other 
country or alliance. It would be formed 
for the express purpose of providing a 
nucleus for the World State. All other 
countries would be free to join it on accept- 
ance of its basic constitution, and as it in- 
creased in size, so it would progressively 
disarm. 

The greatest weakness of the conference 
method is that it confuses two totally dif- 
ferent things. Its advocates say, “ We must 
give Germany her rights.” By this they pre- 

~sumably mean, “ We must give the German 
people their rights;” what they would do, 
in effect, would be to strengthen the Nazi 
regime in Germany, a regime which takes 
from the Germans their most elementary 
rights—the freedom of the individual to 
think and speak as he pleases—and aims 
at winning by conquest ever-wider spheres 
over which to exert this tyranny. 

A Federal Union of free peoples, by its 
very existence would show the German 
people the way to win back not only the 
rights denied them by the Allies but those 
taken from them by their present rulers. 


N. BENNETT. 
Little Hatchett, Beaulieu, Hants. 


Many pacifists were present at the 
Federal Union conference this last week- 
end. I am aware that they were made very 
unhappy by certain passages in Mr. Wick- 
ham Steed’s speech about which they com- 
mented to me afterwards. They were left 
with the impression that Federal Union was 
merely a very small fifth wheel in the 
“Peace Front ” wagon which Foreign Officcs 
are quite capable of driving by themselves. 

Before, however, they decide to adopt a 
negative attitude to a proposal which has, 
I believe, great intrinsic merit anc which 
almost alone confronts the issue of 
sovereignty as a cause of war (one of the 
most striking forms of the powcr-lust—“us” 
versus “them”)—I hope they will consider 
Mr. Kingsley Martin’s admirably kalanced 
and indeed brilliant speech of Sunday morn- 
ing as being an authoritative interpretation 
of ideals and objects. 


GEORGE CATLIN, 
2 Cheyne Walk, Chelsea, S.W.3. 


The Jews 

In_his criticism of Wyndham Lewis’ distasteful 
book in last week's Peace News, Mr. Burton 
preaches the old, old theory of assimilation, 
which he and many others believe is the only 
solution to this “problem.” The emancipated 
Jews of Germany also believed that they should 
throw off the burden of their religion. They 
became more German than the Germans them- 
selves! But Herr Hitler showed them that they 
were Jews. Then it was that Germans who had 
no more idea that they were Jews than Mr. 
Burton has of being a Hindu, realized that they 
could never forget their Jewish traditions and 
mode of life. 

What do Messrs. Burton and Lewis mean by 
saying that the Jews are “out of date”? Their 
code of law, which is recognized as heing the 
highest moral teaching, is still being frustrated 
by nations which acknowledge the right in it. 
The Jews have a lesson to teach this world and 
they must not disappear until this lesson has 
been learnt and practised, above all by 
Christians who have less right of existence than 
these despised and downtrodden Jews. The 
Christians have had many chances of teaching 
the world civilization. 

Let the Jew have a chance! Let him build 
a land of his own in Palestine where he can 
and will build a true democracy which will 
teach nations how to be at peace the Jewish 
way, through the Brotherhood of Man and the 
Fatherhood of God. 

DAVID GROSS. 

51 Bridge Lane, N.W.11. 
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WE NEED 
THE JOKER 


"THERE are some card games in which 

the Joker becomes the winning card. 
The pacifist movement badly needs Jokers, 
especially the kind which can undermine 
the “Jeremiahs” and the “financial 
experts.” 

The time has come when we have to be 
ready to throw our “all” into the pool, and 
no amount of court cards or aces will help 
us. We are not Joint-stock companies nor 
do balance-sheets help us. The assets we 
have got to rely on are our faith and our 
courage. 

Money will come if we go forward un- 
dismayed and laughing. Long faces and 
anxious talk of bankruptcy spell failure. 
We are neither fearful nor bankrupt. 

How then should the Joker be played? 
His greatest source of strength is his buoy- 
ancy. Whenever th? pack seems heavy, his 
lightheartedness is invaluable. 

One of the most depressing things today 
is the gloom, the lack of joie-de-vivre, and 
the sense of misery which one comes across 
everywhere one goes. The only certain 
cure is laughter and only the fool can 
laugh when all is grim. 


* 


But it is not only when the pack is heavy 
but when it is top-heavy that the jester 
hears his call. A top-heavy group is worse 
than useless, especially if the cause of it 
is financial. It is the completely logical, 
calculating friend who points out that as 
there is no money in the till, and that there- 
fore you cannot and must not think of 
branching out. 

I have only one answer to him. If you 
are running a fried-fish shop, that argu- 
ment is sound, but if it is a pacifist pioneer 
group forging ahead to new undeveloped 
ground, then the answer is “ mortgage your 
securities.” 

We have our purpose and our goal, and 
only the lighthearted can ever reach it. 
Here then is the place for the Joker, right 
at the head, shouting with mirth and shar- 
ing his last penny with his shrinking 
friends. He will find that the security he 
seeks is always just round the corner, but 


PPU Page 
JOUN BARCLAY writes from Room 13:| 


that “ enough-is-as-good-as-a-feast.” 

Death stalks with the careful business 
man and at the slightest slip in his 
accounts, grabs them for his own. No such 
figure follows the Joker. He has no sheet 
to balance, and his gaiety will overcome 
all obstacles and his optimism will give 
him enough light to see the way. 


* 

Finally, the Joker is necessary to trump 
the Ace. The one thing the military mind 
does not understand is humour. Watch a 
fat colonel drilling his men, see how he 
slaps his leggings, struts about, shouts his 
orders and expects to be obeyed. Does he 
ever, I wonder, see himself in pyjamas! 

Next time you see one, clothe him in 
striped pyjamas and imagine obeying him 
then. He ceases to have any authority and 
looks what he is—a sad little man in 
pyjamas. (I know, for I, was once a 
“swaggering captain” of 20 with all the 
bounce that comes from a uniform.) 

“Taugh and be merry, my friends.” Don’t 
misunderstand me, I do not mean that we 
should not be what is called ‘“ business- 
like.” We are—or try to be—but heaven 
protect us from being solemn. 


* 


Harrogate Conference Programme 
Subject to slight alterations. 


Saturday, July 29: 4 p.m., Conference opens; 
8 p.m., Social 

Sunday, July 30: 10 a.m., Mary Gamble; 8 p.m., 
The Adelphi Players: “The Little Plays of 
St. Francis.” 

Monday, July 31: An American Pacifist. 

Tuesday, August 1: Canon Raven, D.D. 

Wednesday, August 2: Wilfred Wellock. 

Thursday, August 3: Dr. Alex Wood. 

Friday, August 4: a.m., Andrew Stewart; p.m., 


Mary Field (Director, G-B_ Instructional); 
Film Show. 
Saturday, August 5: Henri Rose (Sec., French 
FoR). 


Sunday, August 6: Stuart Morris. 

Monday, August 7: Final lecture (to be arranged); 
p.m., Sports Day and Swimming Gala; Evening 
concert. 

Tuesday, August 8: 10 a.m., Conference ends. 

Appiication form, col. 4. 
Will anyone going to Harrogate by car with 
room for one or more persons from:— 
Slough 
Birmingham 
Wellingborough 
Bournemouth 
London 
please get into touch with John Barclay? 


PEACE NEWS 


IN COURSE OF PREPARATION 


Repeat Performance of the 
Stupendous Success 


THE WAR TO END WAR 
or 
‘MAKING the WORLD SAFE for 
DEMOCRACY’ 


Previously ran for over four years, 
1914-1918. 


ADOLF HITLER AS ‘THE VILLAIN’ 
(formerly played by Kaiser Bill) 


Startling Bigger & Better 
Improvements ! Bombs! 


Whole towns blown sky-high! 
(complete with inhabitants.) 


The Craziest Show the world has 


| 


ever seen. 
Millions of Free Gifts of wooden legs, 
etc. 
BOOK NOW at nearest recruiting 
office. 
Entire proceeds for benefit of 
Profiteers. 


To be followed shortly by 
‘The War to End Wars to End War,’ 


* 


The above is a reproduction of a 
leaflet now being used by some PPU 
groups to make people realize war’s 
“ childish silliness.” 


A Job for Every 
Group 


S the Peace Service Handbook in your 

local public library yet? 

Hendon group is among those which can 
answer “ Yes” to this question. 

Three copies of the Handbook were 
presented to the Borough Librarian on 
condition that they were put in the 
reference library of Hendon Library, 
Golders Green Branch Library, and Mill 
Hill Branch Library. 


What The Groups Are Doing 


HE Wembley group was responsible for a 


A. Wood; July 22, Mr. Hart; and for July 29 


Peace Balloon Race at the Wembley Hospital the speaker has yet to be arranged. 


Fete on Saturday (to be repeated tomorrow). 
Copies of the Peace Service Handbook are 
being sold from the PPU stall in the fete grounds. 


A programme of events at the recently opened 
Dick Sheppard Centre in Wembley is now being 
drawn up. 


llford Open-Air Meetings 


ACH Saturday in July an open-air meeting 
will be held by Ilford group at the corner 
of Wellesley Road and Cranbrook Road. 


The meetings stert at 8 p.m. 


Last Saturday the speaker was Mr. Scott. 
Tomorrow it will be Mr. Hart; on July 15, Mr. 


The Notice 
Board 


Items must be received by MONDAY | 


Meetings 
Biackheath.—Open-air meetings held every 
Sunday at 7 p.m. at Whitfield’s Mount (ncar 


Oldham Peace Centre 


LDHAM is to have its own peace centre, 

which it is hoped will serve as the head- 
quarters of the local group and also as a centre 
of pacifist activity in the town. 

The centre will consist of one room in a very 
central position and decorating is now in pro- 
gress. Anyone wishing to send gifts of furniture, 
&c., should write to Mrs. Elsie Healey, “Stedway,” 
Boardhurst, Greenfield, Oldham. 


Newcastle and Refugees 


EFUGEES formed the basis of discussion at 

the monthly meeting of the Newcastle and 
district branch held in the Peace Marquee on 
the Town Moor recently. 

An ambitious scheme for supporting about 
fifteen refugees in a house in Gateshead was dis- 
cussed at length. 

Fifteen new members were obtained at the 
Peace Marquce during the local Race Week. 


“Peace News” in Orpington 


PEACE NEWS selling rota has been drawn 
up by the Orpington group and for the past 


cricket pitch), preceded by tea at Blackheath | month two or more members have been selling 


Peace Shop. Speakers: Sybil Morrison, Alan 
Eden-Green and others. 


“Peace News” Scliers Wanted. 


Crail, Fife. —Pacifists willing to help with 
propaganda (Peace News selling, &c.) please 
write to Rachael M. Simpson, The Square, 
Kennoway, Fife. 


Maidstone.—The local group is preparing for 
a drive. Pacifists in the neighbourhood who are 
willing to help in Peace News selling or activities 
are invited to communicate with Leslie A. Smith, 
73 Grace Avenue, Maidstone. 


Oldham.—Further volunteers wanted for street 
selling every Friday, High Street, 7.15 to 8.45 p.m 
Write, Joseph Holroyd, 22 Shaw Road, Oldham. 


Manchester. — Peace News and Handbook 
sellers wanted tomorrow (Saturday), from 2.30 
p.m, onwards. Please collect supplies from 41 
John Dalton Strect any time after 2.15 p.m. 


Miscellancous 


Will COs who have to appear before the 
Cardiff tribunal communicate with the advisory 
bureau sitting at the Friends’ Meeting House, 43 
Charles Street, Cardiff, which will be open from 
7 to 9 p.m., Monday to Thursday each week, 


in the High Street. 
per week. 

As the result of a recent display by the Basque 
children from Langham £11 has been handed to 
the Basque House Fund. 


Sales range from 15 to 24 


Gravesend Garden Party 


N International Garden Party, organized by 

local branches of the International Friend- 
ship League and the PPU, will be held at 46 Old 
Road, Gravesend, tomorrow (Saturday). 

The Rev. Clifford Pickford will preside and 
addresses will be given by Andrew Stewart and 
Ernest Lancashire. There will also be an 
orchestra, side shows and other attractions. 
Admission will be by programme (6d.) and the 
Gravesend Committee for Refugees will benefit 
as a result. 


Hall Speakers at Scarborough 


ISS IRIS WESTERDALE of Hull addressed a 
| well-attended meeting of the Scarborough 
; group last Thursday. 

| After dealing with mistakes in post-war policy, 
|Miss Westerdale sffirmed that no secure peace 


can be based on a policy of armaments, and main- 


and on Fridays and Saturdays from 7 to 8 for | tained that a sincere offer by this country to share 
the present. Members of the bureau will make |the rich resources now under its control would 
a point of being at the peace stall in Cardiff |provide the most reasonable basis for a lasting 
Central Market (ground floor) to meet any wish- ] Peace. 


ing to see them there. Fred Beard is the hon. 
secretary of the Cardiff Advisory Bureau. 


Mr. Martin Dakin, of the Hull Fellowship of 
Reconciliation, also addressed the meeting. 


YAEMBERS of Greenock group were active at 
i a National Service Demonstration which was 
held at Battery Park, Greenock, last month. They 
distributed 2.400 leaflets among a large crowd 
in a little under an hour. 

The holding of this demonstration—the first of 
its kind in the district—on a Sunday, was the 
subject of a unanimous protest by the Ministers’ 
Council, representing every Protestant church in 
the town. This protest gave rise to correspon- 
dence in the local newspaper. 

Members of Boys’ Brigade Companies had been 
requested to attend the demonstration, but. 
thanks to swift action by Rev. Thomas Mearns, 
Chairman of Greenock PPU, the idea was 
abandoned. 

Last Thursday the Greenock group held a 
Mock Tribunal, open to the public. when three 
of the local objectors stated their cases. 

The verdicts were illuminating. They stressed 
the necessity of cool, clear thinking on the part 
of the objector, and the advisability, in most | 
cases, of representation by a friend, who, less 


vitally affected than the objector, can see the 
issues more clearly and more objectively. 


The HUMAN 


FACTOR 
by R. H. WARD 
— Price 2d. — 
Postage 4d. 


THIS 
WAR 


By A. J. 


HOW DO 


YOU KNOW ? 
E. GRAHAM HOWE 


me sy - Post free I}d. 
THE CRIME OF 


byeEaale 


PRICE 6d. 


PLEDGE UNION 
“Things We Want You to Know” 


JULY 7th, 1939 


BUSINESS 


Buy this for those you} | and 
find it hard to interest. 


— Price Id. — 


(Pax Pamphlet. No. 4] 


July 7, 1939 


Under the Oak Tree 


THE RETURN TO 


SPAIN 
By Theo Wills 


FOR those responsible it could not be easy 

to decide to return children to Spain. 
The seriousness of the step is obvious, 
Even the repeated request of the parents 
for their children’s return does not relieve 
their English protectors of all responsi- 
Lility, for we have sometimes found that 
when the parents were possessed of the 
mcre emphatic assurances, provoked by 
the reclamation, of how well off their 
children were in England, they have can- 
celled the reclamation. At least one 
mother, on receiving her child, has re- 
gretted recalling him. 


* 


It was a vast relief to receive the first cheerful 
letters of the children sent back. They still 
write cheerfully, but hints of some of the hard- 
ships they have to put up with are beginning 
to come through. 

First Vicente wrote significantly exhorting the 
children still here to eat well while they still 
have the chance. Then Maria Angeles more 
boldly declared that things were much harder 
than at Basque House, and that she was feeling 
down in the mouth, although she closes her 
letter with a brave and more hopeful note. 

We can scarcely feel any remorse in these 
two cases because both they and their parents 
resisted further efforts to keep them longer in 
England. Moreover, who knows but that con- 
ditions in England may shortly be worse than 
those in Spain? 


2 = 


Basque House, however, is still in existence 
and we carry on with much the same life us 
before, though now with about half our original 
numbers. These are children for whom the risks 
of repatriation would be too great, and we can 
at least have the satisfaction of offering them 
what security may still be found in England. 

But we must leave this house. We trust we 
shall continue to receive the support we are at 
present enjoying. In addition we should oe 
glad to hear of homes which can take a child 
with full maintenance, or could take a child 
provided part or all of their expenses were 
guaranteed by our committee. 


& * Rt 


This series, “Under the Oak Tree,” is a 
weekly reminder of the Basque Children who 
are our proteges at Basque House, Langham, 
Colchester, Essex. All gifts in kind should be 
sent there. 

Donations, in cash or by cheque, should be 
sent to the Basque Fund, Peace Pledge Union, 
6 Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.1. They will be 
most gratefully acknowledged. 


HARROGATE CONFERENCE 
July 29—August 8, 1939 


(in caps.) 
ADDRESS 


till emery. 
*IT enclose 
s. d. in full payment 


Ss. d. deposit (3s. per person) 


ordinary 

vegetarian 

CHARGES. Full 10 days, 50s.; 7- days, 
37s. 6d.; one weekend. 4 days 
20s. 

*Strike out words not applicable. 


*and desire diet. 


Phone: 
Euston 5501 


WHY WAR? 
A 


Correspondence 
between 
MOORE Albert Einstein 
Sigmund Freud 


— Price 6d. — 
Postage 4d. 


CONSCRIPTION 


WATKIN 
Post free 7d. 


July 7, 1939 


Fortheoming 
Events 


As this Is a free service, we reserve the 
right to select for publication notices sent 
in. We nevertheless desire to make it as 
complete a service as we reasonably can, 
and therefore urge organizers of events to 

1. Send notices to arrive not later than 


Monday. ; 

2. Include: Date, TOWN, Time, Place (hall, 
street); nature of event; speakers, 
organizers (and secretary's addrcss)— 
preferably in that order and, Style. 


Today (Friday) 


CLIFTON, Somerset; 7.30 p.m. Tyndale Baptist 
Church, Whiteladies Road; Mrs. Joyce Pollard 
on ‘“‘National Service’: Service for Peace”; 
chairman: Rev. F. C. Bryan; PPU. 

LONDON, W.C.1; 8 p.m. 8 Endsleigh Gardens; 
Reginald Stamp on “The Post-war History of the 
Working-class Movement; PPU. 


Fri. to Sun., July 7 to 9 
LONDON, N.W.1; Friends House, Euston Road; 
29th National Peace Congress. 


LONDON, E.C.4; Memorial Hall, Farringdon 
Street; weekend conference on “The African 
People, Democracy, and World Peace.” 


Tomorrow (Saturday) 


FOREST HILL; 3 p.m. 17 Westwood Park; 
Garden Party; tickets, including tea, 1s.; PPU. 


GRAVESEND; 3 p.m. 46 Old Road East; Inter- 
national Garden Party; Andrew Stewart, Ernest 


Lancashire and Rev. Clifford Pickford (chair- 
man); International Friendship League and 
PPU. 

Sunday, July 9 


PUTNEY HEATH; Open-air meeting; supporters 
meet at 7.15 p.m. by Zeetas at junction of High 
Street and Putney Hill; PPU. 

MANCHESTER; 7.45 p.m. Platt Fields; open-air 
meeting; L. Cowan and W. J. Lyon; PPU. 


Monday, July 10 
BIRMINGHAM; 7.30 p.m. Severn Street Schools 
(off Suffolk Street); Mock Tribunal; PPU. 
SUTTON COLDFIELD; 8 p.m. Co-operative 
Hall; John Hoyland, Captain Hilditch and John 
Ballinger (chairman); PPU. 

BLACKHEATH; 8 p.m. All Saints Parish Hall, 
Tranquil Vale; Mock Tribunal; PPU. 


Tuesday, July 11 
LONDON, E.C.4.; 12.10 p.m. 13 Paternoster 
Row ; Sybil Morrison on “ Education for Peace”; 
City PPU group. 
LONDON, N.W.1; 1.20 p.m. Friends House, 
Euston Road; Dr. S. Ralph Harlow on “American 


Social Problems”; Peace Committee of London 
Friends. 

WALLSEND-ON-TYNE; 7.30 p.m. Brunswick 
Methodist Church Vestry; Denis Hayes on 


“Society and War”; chairman: Rev. E. Morgan 
Rees; PPU. 


Wednesday, July 12 


BOSCOMBE (Bournemouth); 8 p.m. Temperance 
Hall, Haviland Road; Vernon’ Bailey on 
“Impressions of 29th National Peace Congress"; 
PPU. 


Thursday, July 13 


LONDON, E.C.4.; 1.10 p.m. 13 Paternoster Row ; 
Rev. Percy Ineson on “Unemployment”; City 
PPU group. 

LEICESTER; 7.30 p.m. “ Quenby ”; 67 Stoneygate 
Road; Garden Meeting; Eric Swift on “The 
Quaker Testimony for Peace"; PPU. 

LONDON, E.C.4.; 6 p.m. 13 Paternoster Row ; 
Leni Ouwerkerk on “India’s Attitude to Federa- 
tion”; City PPU group. 

LONDON, N.W.1; 8 p.m. Friends House, Euston 
Road; group meeting and discussion; Dr. 
Graham Howe and A. J. Baker (chairman) ; 
PPU London Teachers’ Group. 


Friday, July 14 


’ LONDON, W.C.1; 8 p.m. 8 Endsleigh Gardens; 


Eric L. Dixon on “War Resistance Abroad”; 
PPU. 

LONDON, W.C.1; 8 p.m. 8 Endsleigh Gardens; 
Mock Tribunal for all COs; Fellowship of Con- 
scientious Objectors. 


Saturday, July 15 
MANCHESTER 3 p.m. Dalton Hall, Conyngham 
Road, Victoria Park; Garden Party; display of 
Greek dancing, treasure hunt, sports, sideshows, 
&c.; PPU. 

CROYDON; 7.30 p.m. Katherine Street; open-air 
meeting; Ralph Mansell; PPU. 


LEICESTER; 8 p.m. Friends’ Meeting House, 
Prebend Street; H. Runham Brown on “ War is 
Silly "; Leicester Advisory Bureau to Conscien- 
tious Objcctors. 


Sunday, July 16 


LEICESTER; 3 p.m. Friends’ Meeting House, 
Prebend Street; meeting for COs only; 6.30 p.m., 
public worship addressed by H Runham Brown; 
Leicester Advisory Bureau for Conscientious 
Objectors. 

LONDON, E.; 3.30 p.m. Victoria Park; No Con- 
scription Rally; No Conscription League and 
East End Pacifist Council. 


~ 
Sat., July 29, to Tues., Aug. 8 


HARROGATE; Pannal Ash College; PPU 
Summer Conference; particulars from John 
Barclay, Dick Sheppard House, 6 Endsleigh 
Street, London, W.C.1, 


PEACE NEWS 


CUT THIS OUT FOR REFERENCE 


ADVISORY 


BUREAUX : 


Additions and Amendments 


FOLLowina are further additions and amendments to the lists of advisory 


bureaux published in the last two 


issues of “Peace News.” Any similar 


changes should be sent to the National Advisory Bureaux, at Dick Sheppard 
House, 6 Endsleigh Street, London, N.W.1, and NOT to “ Peace News.” 


London 
HAMMERSMITH AND CHISWICK. Friends’ 
Meeting House, Lower Mall, Hammersmith, W.6. 
WALTHAMSTOW AND DISTRICT. E. C. 
Redhead, 2 Mapperley Drive, Oak Hill, Wood- 
ford Green, Essex. 


Provinces 
ALLOA. Thomas Millar, 4 Bridge Street, 
Dollar, Clackmannanshire. 
ASHFORD. W. J. Suter, 
Ashford. 
BIRMINGHAM. Friends’ Library, 8 Dr. John- 
son Passage, Bull Street, Birmingham. 
BRIXHAM. Miss Mary Thomas, 
Lower Sea Road, Brixham. 
CAMBRIDGE. Edward Johnson, 261 Cherry- 
hinton Road, Cambridge. 
DUNDEE, PPU Office, 
Dundee. 


14 Albert Road, 


Tygwyn, 


6 Panmere Street, 


HITCHEN. Existing Bureau at Hitchin called 
Hitchin and Letchworth Advisory Bureau will 
in future apply only to Hitchin. 


HOLYHEAD. Miss Strevens, Trem-y-Garn, 
Walthew Avenue, Holyhead. 
LEEDS. Rev. P. D. Robins, St. ‘George’s 


Vicarage, Leeds 2. 

LEEDS. Robert J. Long. Northern Friends’ 
Peace Board, Spring Bank, Rawdon, Nr. Leeds. 
LOUGHBOROUGH. E. H. Freeman, 4 Edelin 
Road. Loughborough, Leics. 

MANCHESTER. G. A. Sutherland, 6 Mount 
Street. Manchester. 

ST. LEONARDS. Mr. T. S. Eldridge, 49, Paynter 
Road. Silverhill, St. Leonards. 

STROUD. Harold E,. Trew, Burleigh House, 
Nettleton Road, Gloucester. 


SUTTON. P. R. Alderman, 41 Central Way, 
Carshalton. Surrey. 
WOLVERHAMPTON. Domus, 


Road, Penn, Wolverhampton. 


Arms Bar Way To Peac 


(Continued from Front Page) 


tion toward the German people, the 


National Peace Council said: 

“An Empire, having the responsibility of con- 
trol over a quarter of the earth's surface and 
a quarter of the world’s people, cannot—however 
blameless the discharge of its trusteeship—neces- 
sarily expect the altruism of its motives to be 
taken for granted. It has the responsibility, 
not only of playing a crucial part in securing 
a fair and equal sharing of the world's resources, 
but the responsibility of making its readiness to 
play that part unmistakably clear to those who 
are interested to hear.” 


How in the supremely critical weeks 
ahead can we hope to make it clear save 
by some bold and spectacular action? 


We want to strengthen the forces making 
for peace in the dictatorship States. Very 
well then, let us supply them with concrete 
evidence at any rate of the willingness of 
Great Britain, France, the United States 
and the rest, to create a new world order, 
repudiating sectional interests and mani- 
festly addressed to the common good of the 
peoples everywhere ? 


Lord Halifax, in a reference to 
colonial policy announced the readiness 
of this country “to go far” in making 
wider application of the prinziples which 
now obtain in the Mandated terr:tories. 
Does this sufficiently reflect the increasingly 
urgent need for action since Sir Samuel 
Hoare made a not dissimilar offer four years 
ago? 


A Plan Outlined 


Supposing our Governrnent decided to 
show that it “meant business” in this matter 
of creating peace, wnat could and should 
it do? It could and should address a Note 
forthwith to all Governments—utilizing all 
the resources of world publicity—announc- 
ing its intention here and now 


1. To reconsider and revise the Ottawa Ag@te- 
ments in consultation with the Dominions, with 
a view to the stimulation of world trade and 
the negotiation of freer trading agreements with 
all who are prepared to join; 

2. To sponsor an international inquiry into the 
question of raw materials with a view to 2 
convention assuring equality of access for peace- 
ful purposes; 


3. To place all British dependencies not im- 
mediately ripe for self-government under the 
Mandatory system or its new equivalent, intro- 
ducing new and comprehensive measures for 
encouraging progress toward self-government 
and inviting in the meantime nationals of other 
countries to join in the administration; 


4. To do all in its power to expedite the pro- 
cess of achieving real self-government and an 
agreed scheme of federation in India in con- 
sullation with responsible Indian leaders and 
recognizing the right of expression of Indian 
opinion through a constituent assembly; 


5. To appoint in conjunction with the 
Dominions an inter-Imperial judicial commission 
to examine the problems involved in the partici- 
pation of British countries in a federal organiza- 
tion of States and to make recommendations; 


and its readiness 


1. To join in’a conference of interested parties 
(including representatives of the native peoples) 
to fashion a new co-operative system for the 
development of the resources of colonial terri- 
tories with primary safeguards for the demo- 
cratic rights of all the inhabitants; 


2. To participate in an international economic 
constituent assembly, having as its purpose the 
adoption of a statement of common social princi- 
ples for all who took part, and the setting up 
of a permanent and autonomous international 
economic and industrial organization entrusted 
with the carrying out of measures to raise 
standards of living, to increase the productivity 


of “backward” areas, and to supervise arrange- 


ments affecting supplies of essential materials; 


3. To join in an international inquiry into the 
problems of federation with a view to the early 
establishment of a federal union of countries 
over as wide an area and as many functions of 
government as possible; 


4. To halt rearmament, pending and during 
these discussions, and to negotiate a new agree- 
ment, progressively, but drastically reducing 
armed forces and war preparation of all kinds. 

Nothing in this programme of action and 
invitation (it is not exhaustive) is imprac- 
ticable given the will to undertake it. 
Some parts of the programme Britain can 
carry through alone or with the co-operation 
of the Dominions; it need not. for them, 
to wait upon the leave or co-operation of 
the dictatorships. Other parts Britain could 
carry through with the co-operation of 
other non-totalitarian countries. Other 
parts require the co-operation of the dic- 
tatorships. But why should we assume that 
in no circumstances would it be forth- 
coming ? 


The Alternative 


We simply cannot foresee what might be 
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ACCOMMODATION 


To Let 

CARAVAN TO LET. Hertfordshire Farm; 
18 miles London. July 10-29; August 5-26. Sleep 
4; 30s. weekly. Box 187, Peace News, 3 Black- 
stock Road, N.4. 

FURNISHED BUNGALOW near sea; 3 bed- 
rooms, modern conveniences. August 12 to 
hes repeat Shaftesbury Road, Rustington, 

usSeX. 


[__—FORSALE 


PIANO: Iron frame, Continental make, walnut, 
good condition. Price five guineas or near offer. 
Seen any time.—Burchett, 17 Everington Road, 
Muswell Hill, N.10. 


HEALTH AND MEDICAL 


MISS J. D. WALLINGTON (and Mrs. Helen 
Whitticom), health practitioner, osteopath, bone- 
setter, treats all conditions of ill-health by 
natural methods. Consultations by appointment. 
l Ashley Place, S.W.1 (Victoria 0131), and 2 
pgs Way North, Letchworth (Letchworth 


PERSONAL 


APPEAL FOR HOME FOR TWO JEWISH 
| BOYS.—British well-wisher asks most earnestly 
| for good home and chance in life for two Jewish 


332 Warstones| bOYS Still in Germany, ages 12 and 15. Come 


from refined and well-educated family, have been 
brought up in an atmosphere of sympathy and 
idealism. Mother, recently widowed, bereft of 
means, willing to give up her sons to save them 
from indignity and hardship. Boys healthy, 
intelligent, excellent characters, younger still at 
school, elder now learning agriculture. Anyone 
willing and able to help please communicate with 
A.R., 15 St. James’s Place, London, S.W.1. 


FURNITURE FOR REFUGEE WANTED.—- 
A prominent worker in the WRI and FoR Move- 
ment in Czecho-Slovakia, now in London, is in a 
position to take two empty rooms. We have to 
furnish them. We urgently want a small table, 
a few chairs, two ottomans or light bedsteads, 
a wardrobe, a chest of drawers and household 
effects. If you can offer any of these things and 
if you are prepared to send them carriage paid 
to London, please write to Mr. H. Runham 
Brown, 11 Abbey Road, Enfield, Middlesex. 


én 
“WOULD ANY FRIENDS CARE join man 
walking or cycling holiday, South Ireland, 
August. Box 189, Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
Road, N.4. 


—_— eee ee a 

WOULD KIND-HEARTED PERSON guarantee 
the existence of refined, educated Jewish lady 
in late fifties. Now in Germany and most anxious 
to enter this country.—Box 186, Peace News, 3 
Blackstock Road, N.4. 


rr 
| SITUATIONS | 


Vacant 
CHRISTIAN PACIFIST SOCIETY requires 
senior shorthand-typist with secretarial experi- 
ence. Commencing salary £3. Apply, giving 
particulars of age, qualifications, and experience, 
to Box 188, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 


Wanted 

YOUNG MARRIED MAN: urgently requires 
local position. Good driver, six years’ clean 
licence. Clever manager, organizer and 
advertiser. Experienced process-engraving. 
Considerable knowledge electricity and photo- 
graphy. Keen pacifist. Highest references. 
piriel T.T.—2, Dunard-road, Shirley, Birming- 
am. 


WHERE TO STAY 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Vegetarian rood Re- 
form Guest House. Alt. 600ft. For nappy holi- 
day or restful recuperation. Increased accom- 
modation. Central heating throughout; h. and c. 


the effect upon the peoples of these coun-, water in all bedrooms. Central for conferences. 


tries and thereafter on the character an 
the policy of their governments, of such a 
Declaration of Peace Aims and Intentions? 


d| 4. & K. S. Ludlow, The Briars, Crich, near 


Matlock. «Telephone Ambergate 44. 
Ambergate (L.MS.) 


FURNISHED HOUSES. &c, 


Station, 


East coast badly 


Such_a_policy at least. offers.a chance of|hit. PPU members specially welcomed in South- 


preventing the world from rattling back] wold Write HUM, South Green. 


(Please en- 


to barbarism. It is this, as Mr. J. L. Ham-| close postage.) 


mond has said, “or confusion and destruc- 
yon over the civilized life of the world.” 


The National Peace Congress cannot 
necessarily be committed to the details of 
this peace plan, but to elaborate under ex- 
pert leadership such a constructive policy 
and to consider ways and means of imple- 
menting it through the will of public opinion 
in this country, will be its major purpose. 
A first essential contribution is that the 
Congress itself should testify powerfully to 
the need for such a constructive plan and 
to this end I earnestly hope that all who 
are free to do so will support its meetings 
and make their contribution to its cuccess. 


Congress Sessions 


The National Peace Congress, which will 
be held in Friends House, Euston Road, 
London, N.W.1, is open to all sympathetic 
national and local organizations and to in- 
dividual visitors. 


The opening session is at 7.30 p.m. tonight 
(Friday). Tomorrow there will be sessions 
at 10 a.m.. 2.15 p.m., 5.15 p.m., and 7.30 p.m.; 
and on Sunday at 11 a.m., 2.30 p.m., and 
6.15 p.m. 


RURAL Devon. Quiet, restful holiday. Pay- 


ing guests received. Comfortable modern 
cottage.—Vivian, Chittlehampton, Umberleigh, 
N. Devon. 
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Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 
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Don’t Get The 
Wind Up!” 


(Continued from page 1) 


tions have got to be justified; and they 
can be justified to a fear-stricken people 
easier than to a people which refuses to be 
stampeded into believing that war is 
bound to come. 

Nor is that all: I saw it suggested the 
other day that Certain People are able to 
clean up a packet on the world’s stock 
exchanges as a result of war scares. 

Last, but not least, Certain People make 
quite a lot of money out of selling war- 
ships, bombers, guns. poison gas, and other 
twentieth century playthings. 


* 
T ET’S turn to the danger-spot itself for 
a moment. 

First of all let me say that I don’t think 
there will be a European war over Danzig. 

The British and French Governments 
agreed, under threat, maybe, to Hitler 
entering the Sudetenland; later they did 
nothing when he invaded the Czech State. 

Now that territory was very important 
to the system of alliances which the 
French had built up since the War. 
Danzig has not the same value from that 
point of view. 

It isn’: a stronghold in a system cf 
military alliances. And it’s very largely 
a German city: that would make it easy 
for Hitler to put up some good excuses for 
taking it. 

*No, it’s more likely to be merely a 
“war of nerves” and I shouldn’t be sur- 
prised if it ends in another Munich. 


* 
* @O what?” I can hear you ask. “Must 
we give in to blackmail every time?” 

The answer is that you’ve got to put up 
with it, or you’ve got to risk a general war, 
so long as you put up with a word that's 
out of date. 

These crises are really due to the fact 
that the world isn’t planned properly. 

“Every nation for itself and the devil 
take the hindmost,” is the ordemof.the day. 
And so long as those who are on the prow] 
don’t take anything in which the “ respect- 
able” Powers have a very big stake, there's 
not likely to be a big war. 

But if the prowlers go on long enough 
there will be trouble. Feeling bolder, they 
may make a bid for territory which be- 
longs to one of the “respectable ” Powers. 
(And very likely the “ respectable” Power 
in question got that territory when it, too, 
was a prowler; but that, of course, was a 
long time ago and is another story!) 

You see the danger? More and more 
crises; every time, a small rasion being 
thrown to the wolves in the aame of 
“peace”; every crisis being followed hy 
more hectic arming by the big Powers; 
every State putting readiness for war 
above everything worth while; and at the 
end of it all... WAR. 

Isn’t it time we did something abnut it? 


avg 
H HAVEN'T the space to say here what 
should be done. You'll find plenty of 
ideas in Peact2 News week by week. 

What I do suggest now is that you think 
about the principles of the thing. Can we, 
dare we, allow the law of the jungle to go 
on ruling the world? 

If not. is there hope for the world in a 
change of heart by one of the big Powers? 
After all, someone has to break away from 
the old ideas, then the others will toliow. 

If vou agree with me, and if you are 
proud enough of your country to want it 
to lead a world movement toward a better 
scheme of things, you ca: d> something. 

In the long run, wars don’t depend on 
Hitler or anyone like that. They depend 
on you and me. 

If we refuse to prepare for them, refuse 
to fight them. we are taking the first step 
toward insisting that the old ideas shall 
be forgotten. 

Faced with a people which refuses to get 
the wind up, and which insists that there 
is a better way of sharing the world than 
fighting about it, whoever is in power 
would have to do what we wanted or get 
out. 

And don’t worry too much about whaf 
the Germans would do. Let us make a 
Start: it might even inspire the German 
people to get rid of their rulers. In any 
case those rulers’ excuses would have lost 
a good deal of their force. 

So don’t get the wind up—and start to- 
day to do your bit for peace! 
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Is So British! :: Our 
False Prosperity 


WHATEVER may have been construc- 

tive (and there were parts which 
might be considered so, and will be dealt 
with in the course of these remarks) in the 
speech made by Lord Halifax at the annual 
dinner of the Royal Institute of Inter- 
national Affairs, must have been vitiated 
by the arrogant references to the efficiency 
and effectiveness of the three fighting 
forces. 

The Foreign Secretary said the RAF was 
“superior to all others”; ‘“ we had an un- 
challengeable Navy”; and he suggested, 
that although the Army was small, judged 
by foreign standards, it could give a good 
account of itself. In fact, he related how 
“our Army was once derided, but survived 
to prove its worth so that it made a boast 
of that derision.” 

“This last observation referred to the 
“Contemptible Little Army.” The term, 
as many readers will remember, was used 
to stimulate recruiting during the Great 
War and was attributed to the Kaiser. 
Careful research has never been able to 
give it any authenticity, and it is generally 
believed to have actually been concocted 
by the propagandists in Whitehall. 


Danzig “Absurdity ” 


Y ORD HALIFAX refuted the Nazis’ 
charge oi “encirclement,” and de- 
clared “ Germany is isolating herself.” 

Lord Lothian, Ambassador designate*to 
the USA, as far back as in May, 1935, 
pointed out ‘that the new theary ofexg]- 
lective security is a dangerously misleadnig 
name for a military alliance, the effect of 
which would be to turn every local dispute 
into a world war.” 

There is no valid argument at all why 
we should be embroiled in a war through 
Poland asserting that her “national 
sovereignty’ is endangered if there is a 
Nazi coup in Danzig. 

Danzig was definitely filched from 
Germany by the Treaty of Versailles, and 
whatever the purists may say about the 
partitions of 1772 and 1793, &c., the fact 
remains that this was done in 1919 in order 
to form the “corridor” which resulted, 
without a referendum, in handing over 
nearly 3,000,200 Germans to Poland. The 
act was described by Signor Nitti (ex- 
Premier of Italy) in 1922, as “ the greatest 
economic and political absurdity of any in 
modern history.” 

It is still too early to say that the situ- 
ation has gone too far and that war can- 


not be averted. But for the statesmen of [ 


the world to face up seriously to all the 
various difficulties affecting our so-called 
civilization as a whole, may be the only 
way. Certainly the threat of war is not 
the only way. 


Our “Sacred Trust”  _ 


| ORD HALIFAX dealt with Lebensraum 
(“living space”), and said he did not 
despair of finding ways of settlement, once 


have now realized that our safety is not 
diminished but immeasurably increased by 
a free and friendly Ireland.” Yes, as 
Spinoza has written, “ minds are conquered 
not by arms, but by love and magnanimity.” 


What Labour Should Say 


TH most striking fact of last week is 

the amazing harmony between the 
pronouncements of Lord Halifax in his 
broadcast and the statement of the National 
Council of Labour in its appeal to the 
German people. 

From the standpoint of British imperial- 
ism, the psychology of both is perfect. But 
viewed from the ranks of international 
labour, it is monstrous and lamentable. 

The German workers are told by the 
British National Council of Labour, “Some 
among you may say that the peace of 
Europe is being threatened because 
Germany is being encircled by enemies 
who wish to destroy your country and to 
make the economic life of the German 
people impossible. That is a wicked mis- 
representation, and your Propaganda 
Minister knows it.” 

This is a typically British imperialistic 
approach. It is not the right approach for 
one group of workers to another. Surely 
the right method, psychologically and 
factually, should have been to say: 

“German comrades, you are told certain 
alleged facts by your Government. We are told 
other alleged facts by our Government. Just 
what the truth is, we don’t know. But we do 
know, one thing , 

WS know.that our mutual interests as work- 
ers can never be served by war, The history 
of the past 25 years has demonstrated that fact. 
As workers, war does not pay us: we are 
workers still—with much the same standard of 
living as we had before the last war—and after 
the horrors of 1914/18, many of us have endured 
the evils of unemployment—evils directly trace- 
able to the aftermath of war. 

“So we want to give you this assurance that 
we on our part are pressing our Government to 
endorse its belief in world co-operation and in 
peace, and, as evidence of its faith in world 
co-operation as opposed to force, to tear down 
tariff barriers against all States which are pre- 
pared to reciprocate; to give complete freedom 
of emigration and immigration to all States 
which are prepared to grant the same facilities 
to us; and fo give colonies, dominions and other 
possessions the right to rule themselves. 

“German comrades, you will appreciate that 
if these proposals were put into operation they 
would result, temporarily at any rate, in certain 
sacrifices on our part. We can do no more than 
this at the present time. But let us never lose 
sight of our mutual solidarity.” 


That's the Spirit! 


T is good to note that twelve Swedish 

industrialists have arrived in_ this 
country during the week to discuss Anglo- 
Swedish trade prospects with the Federa- 
tion of British Industries. 

This is a result of the visit of the Secre- 
tary to the Department of Overseas Trade 
(Mr. R. S. Hudson) to Sweden, in April. 
Signs of a better way, of doing business 
than waving the big stick! 

- As Mr. Harold Butler (Warden of Nuf- 
field College, Oxford, and previously in 


everybody had got the will to settle. = ngyarege of the ILO, Geneva), writes in The 


He recalled the statement on the colonial 
question contained in Article 22 of the 
Covenant, namely, that the well-being and 
development of “peopl: not yet able to 
stand by themselves under the strenuous 
conditions of the modern world” is “a 
sacred trust of civilization.” The Foreign 
Secretary thought this expressed the view 
of this country on the matter. 

No wonder the German and _ Italian 
propaganda authorities pounce on such 
statements and make the most of them in 
their foreign broadcasts. 

We mentioned last week the conditions 
prevailing in the West Indies. This week 
we hear of brutal measures used in the 
British West African protectorate of Sierra 
Leone, including torture and flogging, to 
wring taxes from the natives. 

We believe Lord Halifax was right when 
he gave prominence to the colonial issue 
and admitted that it must be dealt with at 
a very early date, if further friction was 
to be avoided. The world will never be 
conquered by force or held down by force, 
at any rate, for very long. 

He recognized this when he asserted “we 


Lastener (June 29), “ A fresh start towards 
a better and more sensible world does not 
depend on more treaties, but on the rebirth 


of the right spirit.” If this could be infused § 


and a sincere application of high principle 


installed in both our national and private 
lives, what might be accomplished ? 


“ Peace-Time ” Prosperity 


THE figures of the unemployed registered 
through the exchanges in Great 
Britain, on June 12, published this week, 
show 453.333 fewer than twelve months ago. 
It is reliably computed that out of every 13 
persons in employment, today, five are on war 
preparations. This is in peace-time! 

The provincial bank clearings show an in- 
crease of 6.1 percent over June, 1938. Bristol 
is up by 21.8 percent; this is very significant 
for it is one of the chief centres of aircraft 
manufacture. 

Workers in Government dockyards, and other 
Admiralty home establishments are to receive an 
increase of 2s. a week in their bonus, it is 
announced ; 60,000 to 70,000 workers will benefit. 

Why is it possible to have prosperity (there 
are still 1,349,579 registered unemployed) only 
when the country is feverishly hastening on with 
war preparations? These figures help to prove that 
if non-productive work, which it must be to a 
large extent, can reduce the poverty of the 
submerged fifth to some degree, then well- 
thought-out schemes of capital improvement, 
both national and municipal, e.g., housing, social 
services, new roads, &c. are not the bogies some 
of the cheese-parers make them out to be! 


Honour 


and ‘Tiddleywinks 


“"IHE Poles, I believe, will do everything 

save lose land or honour in order to 
prevent war.” These words by Vernon 
Bartlett, MP, in Tuesday's Neurs-Chronicle, 
set us thinking. 

“Honour... honour...?” Surely we had 
heard that word before ? 

Oh, yes! Here it is: Peace with Honour, 
by A. A. Milne. We looked through that 
book again, knowing that Milne would ex- 
plain what the “honour” of Poland (or any 
other Power) really means. And we found 
this: 

“When a nation talks of its honour, it means 
its prestige. National prestige is a reputation 
for the will to war. <A nation’s honour, then, 
jis measured by a nation’s willingness to use force 
to maintain its reputation as a user of force. 

“If one could imagine the game of tiddley- 
winks assuming a supreme importance in the 
eyes of statesmen. and if some innocent savage 
were to ask why tiddleywinks was so important 
to Europeans, the answer would be that only by 
skill at tiddleywinks could a country preserve its 
reputation as a country skilful at tiddleywinks. 

“Which answer might cause the savage some 
amusement.” 

mM 


This commentary, in common with other 
contributions appearing in “ Peace “ens,” 
mus: not be assumed necessarily t> ->pre- 
sent the views of the Peace Pledge Unicx. 


; —Next Te 
Lord PONSONBY 


will contribute 
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